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Who is here?   
 

 Who teaches Core French K-4? 

 Who teaches Core French 5-8? 

 Who teaches Core French 9-12? 

 Who teaches Intensive French? 

 Who teaches French Immersion? 

 Who teaches another language? 

 Who is a pre-service teacher? 

 Who is in a support role in the school? 

 Who is a school administrator? 

 Who is in a district role? 
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To learn a language is to have one more 

window from which to look at the world. 
- Chinese proverb 
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Curriculum 

 

Why transform the 
curriculum? 
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Transformation 



Not change for the sake of 
change 
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http://www.improvisedlife.com/2014/02/20/bike-square-wheels/ 
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Transformation because LIFE is 
changing. 

  
The NEEDS of our students are 

changing. 



“We are currently preparing students for 
jobs and technologies that  

don’t yet exist…  

in order to solve problems that  

we don’t even know are problems yet.” 
- Mind Shift  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FdTOFkhaplo 
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Transformation because we know more 
about HOW students learn 

http://ldatschool.ca/learn-about-lds/accommodations-modifications-alternative-skill-areas-for-students-with-lds/ 



Where are we in the 
transformation process? 
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http://jennifercovington.com/journeyordestination/ 
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Core French Curriculum 
Timelines 

Date Activity 

October 2014 
to May 2015 

Series of meetings with Working Group to draft the 
Grades 5-12 Core French Curriculum 

July 2015 Draft Core French Curriculum posted online 

Currently Feedback being received on Draft Core French 
Curriculum 

January 2016 Working Group will begin revisions on the Draft 

Summer 2016 Revised Core French Curriculum posted online 
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Aligning our work 

BC Transformation – 3 Year Plan 
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The journey to 
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Core French Team 
Working Group collaboratively assembled by the BCTF, 
FISA, District Aboriginal Contacts and the Ministry:  

 Teacher Administrator (SD 38 - Richmond) 

 Teacher (SD 39 – Vancouver) 

 Teacher (SD 40 – New Westminster) 

 Teacher (SD 41 – Burnaby) 

 Teacher (SD 45 – West Vancouver) 

 Teacher (SD 52 – Prince Rupert) 

 Administrator (SD 73 – Kamloops/Thompson) 

 Teacher (SD 91 – Nechako Lakes) 

 Independent School Teacher (Vancouver) 

 Independent School Teacher (Vancouver Island) 
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Core French Team 
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YOUR Voice 
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http://canadianleadership.net/2014/appreciative-inquiry-church 

http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCKOC_rWGscgCFUSViAodZr0HAQ&url=http%3A%2F%2Fcanadianleadership.net%2F2014%2Fappreciative-inquiry-church&psig=AFQjCNGw_Rzj00zq8nCDJaTXyJlfiftHnQ&ust=1444331000467166


Building on Our Best 

Your Best Moment in Language 
Teaching  

 
 
• A big or small moment of effective learning/achievement 

when students felt enthused and fully engaged.  
• Note the context, the people, how it looked, sounded and 

felt.  
• What made it so positive for the student(s)? 
• What made it so positive for you? 
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What is at the CORE of Core French? 

Authentic 

Connection 

Culture 

Meaningful  

Real life application 
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http://www.dividenddiplomats.com/goal-accomplished-investing-15000-in-new-capital/ 

http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCOOboLDdsMgCFYYpiAodQJ8ELw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.dividenddiplomats.com%2Fgoal-accomplished-investing-15000-in-new-capital%2F&psig=AFQjCNH06KrqVku8l_gw9sbCZ-_HxnqDGA&ust=1444319845857950


Goals of Core French 

self-expression  

texts  

communication 

understanding of ourselves and others 

interconnectedness of language and 
culture 

opportunities 
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http://arilikeairy.org/what-are-network-goals/ 

http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCPjD1_LcsMgCFQIziAodmlkDaQ&url=http%3A%2F%2Farilikeairy.org%2Fwhat-are-network-goals%2F&psig=AFQjCNH06KrqVku8l_gw9sbCZ-_HxnqDGA&ust=1444319845857950
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KDU Model 
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Using my car will allow me to go to places  

I have never been before.  

http://www.globosapiens.net/louis/picture-famous-french-car-48610.html http://www.cdc.gov/injury/about 
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• simple sentence 

structure with high-

frequency verbs 

• simple question words 

• vocabulary and 

structures for expressing 

personal information 

• Exchange ideas and 

information by asking 

and answering simple 

questions in context 

Meaningful communication is possible in French using 

simple, high-frequency words and patterns.  

Core French Example (Grade 5) 
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Videos 

Coming soon to Curriculum Website in the tools section: 

 Core Competencies 

 KDU model 

 Big Ideas 

 Content & Curricular Competencies 

 

https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/tools 
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https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/tools
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Search the 

Curriculum 

Online 

feedback 

form 
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New Curriculum – Working document 

Listening/Speaking 

Reading 

Writing 

Culture 

Alphabet 
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Elaborations 

Elaborations 

provide 

clarification, 

examples, 

definitions, etc. 
 



Supporting Materials 
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In a snapshot - What’s New? 

Non prescriptive  

Creativity and innovation 

Deeper/higher order learning 

Cross-curricular competencies that 
support life-long learning 

Aboriginal worldviews and knowledge 
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http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/abed/documents.htm 



http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/abed/documents.htm 





It works. 



“Learning is holistic, reflexive, 
reflective, experiential, and 
relational (focused on 
connectedness, on reciprocal 
relationships, and a sense of 
place).” 





“Learning involves patience 
and time.” 

“Learning requires exploration 
 of one’s identity.” 





What Do the First Peoples Principles of 

Learning Look Like in the Second Language 

Classroom? 

• Use of narratives and stories; 
 

• Visits from members of the community; 
 

• Visits out into the community; 
 

• Self, peer, and teacher assessments 



• Group work; talking circles; 
 

• Student input; 
 

• Variety of materials and teaching styles; 
 

• Personal relationships, sense of 

community, “construction of identities” 



• Get out on the land 

• Confer with Elders 

• Speak with your district’s Aboriginal Education 

department/coordinator 

• Take a MOOC 

• Form a local network 
 

 



Read! 
 

• Marie Battiste (Unsettling the Settler Within) 

• Linda Smith (Decolonizing Education) 

• Gregory Lowen-Trudeau (From Bricolage to 

Métissage) 

• Pamela Rose Toulouse (Integrating Aboriginal 

Teaching and Values into the Classroom) 



 
Big Idea:   Stories allow us to understand and 
communicate ideas in a meaningful way. 
 

Content:  common elements of stories    
 

Competency:  understand and retell stories 

 
 

Find someone to chat with to discuss how this might look in 

a language classroom.  How can this be taught? What are 

some ideas to make this work? 
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Professional Learning 

Networks (PLN) 
• School 

• School district 

• Inter-district (SD61, 62, 63 & 40) 

• Provincially - PSAs and LSAs 

 

 

We are stronger together! 
 

Other agencies 
• Ministry of Education 

• BC Teachers’ Federation 

• CDN Assoc. of Second 

Language Teachers 

• FNESC 

• Network of Innovation 

and Inquiry 
 BCATML 

•  Website  

•  Language Reps to support you 

•  Twitter chat (late fall) 
 

https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/
https://teachbc.bctf.ca/
http://www.caslt.org/
http://www.caslt.org/
http://www.fnesc.ca/
http://noii.ca/
http://noii.ca/
http://www.bcatml.weebly.com


BCTF Provincial Framework 
Development Committee 

 Representation from all major stakeholders: 

 Ministry of Education 

 School District Superintendent 

 BCTF Executive, Assistant Directors, Research staff 

 BC Principals & Vice-Principals Association 

 PSAs (Aboriginal Education & BCATML) 

 Local Union President 

 Curriculum Team Writers (Science, BCATML) 

 Aboriginal Education Advisory Committee 

 Elementary, Intermediate and Secondary teachers 
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Goals & Objectives: 
 What is one element we want in the framework? 

 Focus on the process rather than event focused* 

 Flexibility 

 Safety to take risks with the new curricula 

 Provide collaborative/dialogue approach 

 Model & respect good teaching 

 Honour different entry points of implementation 

 Foster asset based appreciative inquiry, strength based 

 Reflects place (place-based learning) – reef metaphor 

 Builds in Aboriginal educational content 
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What will the framework look like? 
 Stage 1: 

 Recommendations to guide locals & districts to create 
organizing teams  

 Provide structures for locals & districts to operate & plan 

 Set collaborative norms and guidelines  

 Determine roles and responsibilities 

 Stage 2: 

 Guiding questions to facilitate planning of 2 in-service days 

 Explore the Why’s, What’s, and How’s 
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Building one’s strength 

Start small: 

Make one change  

Experiment with one 
new type of text 

Add one new cultural 
activity  

Build one Aboriginal Ed 
content piece 
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Building tools for success: 

What are you already 
doing that supports 
the new curriculum? 

 

What small change are 
you going to make? 

 

How are we going to 
support one another? 
 

http://www.craigliebenson.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/baby-bathwater.jpg BCATML Conference 2015 



 

“You live a new life for every new language you speak. 

If you know only one language, you live only once.”  
 - Czech proverb 

http://growingupbilingual.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/10/iStock_000017893239XSmall.jpg 
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https://nativefrenchspeech.com/en/articles/1382-la-francophonie-et-le-20-mars 
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We want to hear from you! 
 

Email: curriculum@gov.bc.ca 

 

Online form: https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/feedback 

 

Fill out a paper feedback form and hand it in before you 
leave. 

 

Revisions to the draft curriculum will begin January 2016. 
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mailto:curriculum@gov.bc.ca
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/feedback


Questions? 
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