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President’s
Message

Historically, the summer
newsletter president’'s message begins
with warm wishes and greetings to start
off the new school year. Past presidents
conveyed their hopes that your
summer break was filled with plenty of

sunshine and a chance to decompress
and relax from the previous school year. It's a good tradition and
one that | would like to keep despite the current labour dispute.
There are many BCATML members who teach in the private or
independent school system who are gearing up for the start of next
week classes. It is my sincere hope they embark on the new school
year with renewed enthusiasm and vigor for the learning ahead
with their students.

At the time of writing this address, both the BCTF and
BCPSEA are at an impasse with contract negotiations with less than
a week before public schools are to re-open. This is definitely a
stressful time for us all and presents itself with many challenges
and questions. How will the current labour dispute affect our
teaching? Will it end quickly and satisfactorily? Will professional
development go ahead? All 32 PSAs (Provincial Specialist
Association) have reported to the BCTF that conference plans are
moving forward as usual; job action or no. Hurrah!

BCATML's annual Celebrating Languages conference will be
held Friday October 24t, 2014 at the Delta Burnaby Hotel and
Conference Centre. We are proud to offer a wide variety of
workshops in all our language areas, as well as incorporating
technology into your teaching and classroom; and launching the
BCATML iPad Inquiry Project! Furthermore, the conference
committee elected to reduce the conference fees in order to assist
all teachers during this difficult time. It will be especially difficult for
our Association to "break even” with this conference, but we felt
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Welcome, Stacia!

We are very happy to
announce that earlier this
spring Stacia Johnson of
Port Hardy graciously and
enthusiastically joined the
BCATML Executive as our
Elementary & Middle Years
Representative.
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She joins our ranks
with a wealth of knowledge
and over 20 years of
experience having just
completed her Masters in
Education in Curriculum
and Instruction with a focus
on digital literacies and
connected language
classrooms from the
University of Victoria. She
already makes for a
wonderful team member!
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providing this level of assistance was more important than finishing
up in the black for the conference budget. | strongly encourage
each of you to take advantage of the early-bird registration rate and
register before September 30™. We have also harmonized the
conference fee and PSA dues this year in hopes that all Pro-D
committees will provide full reimbursement to all teachers
attending our conference. This was a two-prong strategy with
BCATML successfully passing a motion at the BCTF PSA Council
meeting this spring which directed the BCTF to undergo a
campaign across the province to have every Pro-D committee
approve funding for joining any PSA. More details about the
conference are found inside this issue. Mark your calendars for
Friday October 24%. It will be our honour to host you again!
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Over the past several years, we have been
anticipating the release of our French and Other

Languages curricula by the Ministry of Education. Earlier this
spring, a French Curriculum Working Group Committee was struck
between the Ministry of Education and BCATML Executive
members Kathy Chmelyk (Past President), Nancy Griffith-Zahner
(French Rep), Stacey Sveistrup (Vice-President) and myself; along
with Henry Lee from the French Advisory Council. Unfortunately,
due to job action earlier this spring and summer, the committee
was not able to meet as scheduled to realign the draft curriculum.
All hope is not lost though, as the meetings have been
rescheduled for early October (assuming resolution to the labour
dispute). At the BCTF Summer Leadership Conference last week, it
was announced that the curricula for Francais Langue Premiére and
Francais Langue Seconde et Immersion were both completed this
summer and are awaiting to be uploaded to the Ministry's website
(https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca). The French and Other Languages

curricula are still in progress with plans for consultation to the
end of December. Representatives from the Ministry of Education,
Laura Hawkes and Brent Munro, have both been invited to provide
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an update on the BC curriculum transformation and on the Core French

curriculum development at this year's conference. Their session will
provide participants the opportunity to explore the curriculum design
in an interactive manner.

And finally, on the topic of interactivity, BCATML has spread its
wings in this technological era of 215t Century Learning. We have made
strides in revamping BCATML's website thanks to the tireless efforts and
vision of our webmaster extraordinaire Nicole Jarvis. Expect to see

more tools and options for resources and sharing of ideas. We will also
link to the newly launched BCTF TeachBC database of free resources
for teachers by teachers. As well, BCATML has begun to tweet via
(@BCATML) and post on Facebook (www.facebook.com/bcatml). We
encourage you to use hashtags #BCATML, #PSAday and #langchat
liberally now and especially during our conference to connect with

other language teachers around the province and the world. For you
Twitter “scaredy-cats”, you will have an opportunity to send out your first
tweet easily during the conference using one of BCATML's new iPads.
Our purchase of iPads as
part of the BCATML iPad Inquiry
Project is the first of its kind for our
association. This ambitious project
sees the creation of a roaming
library of iPads for BCATML
members to use in their language
classroom for a short period of
time before sending the devices to
another school.In 2014-2015, we
hope to see the creation of a second roaming iPad library. Both Nancy
Griffith-Zahner and | will highlight the BCATML iPad Inquiry Project in
our workshop at this year’s conference and demonstrate simply some

of the extraordinary tasks you and your students will be able to do. We
will share some of the data we have collected along with student

Summer 2014

E-BLAST!
Our new website is still
undergoing improvements,
but already looks awesome &
has greater functionality,

thanks to Webmaster
Extraordinaire, Nicole Jarvis

samples. This workshop will be highly engaging and members will be able to explore using iPads, even if it

is for the very first time; in fact we encourage it!

| wish you all the best as you return to your classrooms this fall. May your school year be filled with

renewed excitement, passionate learning and engaging discussions with other colleagues. It's been a great

first year as your president. | look forward to serving you again.

A bientét! A presto! BBl | jHasta pronto! Bis bald! F£7/ciEWW 5 5!

—Rome Lawencic

BCATML Summer 2014
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BCATML Celebrating Languages

Friday October 24, 2014
Delta Burnaby Hotel and Conference Centre

At last year's conference, BCATML saw its highest number of attendees in a decade! Perhaps
this is because it was held at a school for the first time in ages? Maybe we had an excellent selection
and variety of workshops to offer? Perhaps it was the low conference fee? Or maybe it is the hard
work and dedication of the entire BCATML Conference Committee and Executive members. | say:
All of the above! We had an excellent day of networking sessions and informative discussions. This
year proves to be just the same, if not better, as we have tried to build upon the successes of
previous years and made changes to this year's line up. We believe we have something for everyone
at all levels. Be sure to visit our website (www.bcatml.org) for any updates. Follow us on Twitter
@BCATML and on Facebook (www.facebook.com/bcatml) using hashtags #BCATML #PSAday
#langchat.

Conference Location:

BCATML is pleased to return for one year to the Delta Burnaby Hotel and Conference
Centre, which offers excellent service at a low rate along with ample free parking for attendees. The
hotel is easily accessible from Highway #1 and major routes allowing for carpooling and use of
public transport.

Out of town guests are encouraged to reserve a standard Delta room by
clicking here online or by following https://www.deltahotels.com/Groups/Delta- @
Burnaby-Groups/BCATML-Conference. Rooms will be held until September 18,

2014 before they are released to the public. Or call toll-free 1-888-268-1133 D E LTA
and quote BCATML Conference to get the conference rate ($151/night BURNABY
excluding taxes and fees). BCATML will return to the Michael J. Fox Theatre and "o/" 200 coiii i o
Burnaby South Secondary School in October 2015.

Conference Fees:
The current labour dispute has resulted in many BC teachers tightening up their purse

strings. As a result, we have decided to forgo a keynote speaker this year to keep fees down. As well,
we have harmonized the conference fee and PSA membership dues. Hopefully, teachers will receive
full reimbursement from their Pro-D committees. Register before early bird registration closes Sept.
30t at 11:59 pm and take advantage of the lower rates (https://www.regonline.ca/

bcatml _conference2014)! Conference pricing can be found online. It is unlikely that the revenue
generated this year will meet all of the conference expenses; but the conference committee felt we
needed to make this event as affordable as possible; particularly this year where teachers have
defended public education with their paychecks.

BCATML Summer 2014 4
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Workshops:

We had an excellent submission of workshop proposals this spring, and had to respectfully decline
many submissions due to lack of space. We thank all of the educators in BC and outside of the province for
their time and thought in submitting their proposals. Our selection of workshops and exhibitor displays will
keep you creatively engaged and thinking about how your classroom and practices can be enhanced for the
future. Expect to see long time favourites return like Michelle Metcalfe, Wieland Petermann, Wendy Carr, Polly
Dobie & others like Mami Saito, Ron Dorland and Russell Cunningham.

Annual General Meeting:

Breaking with tradition, this year's Annual General Meeting will take place in the Grand Ballroom
immediately following Session B and right before lunch. BCATML will present its reports, ratify a new budget,
make two constitutional amendments and elect its new executive committee. Be sure to attend and learn about
how your PSA (Provincial Specialist Association) works. Nominations for all executive positions can come from
the floor. Let your vote be heard by attending this important short meeting!

Breakfast and Lunch service:

Attendees can expect a light continental breakfast upon arrival in the morning before the welcome
address and recognition of the First Nations territorial lands. In order to serve lunch as quickly as possible, we
have chosen a plated service this year - it's cheaper too! As language teachers we love to chat with one
another, but this can delay the afternoon sessions. Commencing at 12 noon, attendees will be served: Wild
mushroom and Boursin stuffed chicken breast, potato and pine nut pavé, celeriac purée and Merlot jus.
Vegetarians (or those on dietary restrictions) will be served: Seasonal vegetable risotto, shaved Peccorino
cheese with toasted almonds. A family platter of an assortment of cakes, cheesecakes and mousse cakes will be
served at each table afterwards along with tea and coffee.

Exhibitors and Publishers:

We are very fortunate and grateful to see so many exhibitors and publishers coming and supporting
our conference during these uncertain times with the labour dispute. Many favourites are returning as well as
some new kids on the block. We hope you find time during the conference to visit our many exhibitor and
vendor tables. Below is the list of confirmed exhibitors thus far. We hope you enjoy the offerings this
conference provides you.

CASLT/ACPLS

aplaceof mind
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Continuing Studies FRAVEL & TOURS LTD
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Language Learning

Tralco-Lingo Fun

Megng t Sno b ond motwery
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-ALL CONFERENCE
Celebrating Languages

Friday, October 24th 2014 - Delta Burnaby Hotel & Conference Centre

Conference Program Overview

7:30-8:15 On-site registration opens; Continental breakfast
815-830 Opening address & Welcome
8:30 - 9:40 SESSION A
9:40-9555 Nutritional Break
9:55-11:05  SESSIONB
11:15-11:55  ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING (Grand Ballroom)
12:00-12:45  Lunch(Grand Ballioom)
13.00-14:10  SESSONC
14:10-14:20 Nutritional Break
14:20-15:00  Language Forum & Cultural Event
FOLLOW US ON TWITTER!

@BCATML
#BCATML #PSAday #langchat

BCATML Summer 2014 6
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Helping to
Tralco-Lingo Fun) teach and
Helping to teach and motivate m ot I v a t e.

GO ONLINEFOR:

French, Spanish, Italian
e L-BOOKS & MUSIC

Purchase, download and print
various titles instantly.

Individual song tracks and activities
now available for online purchase.

® VIDEO CLIPS & SAMPLE PAGES

Preview videos, download and view sample pages
of publications before purchasing

® “FREE STUFF”

Download free sample pages from selected
publications and use them in your classroom

...and more!

www.tralco.com

1-888-487-2526 * 905-575-5717

BCATML Summer 2014 7
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The Annual General Meeting

This year, BCATML has decided to hold its Annual General Meeting in the Grand Ballroom
immediately after Session B before serving lunch. The Annual General Meeting is a wonderful opportunity
for all members to gather together and learn what has been happening around the province with respect to
language matters and the work the Executive committee has undertaken. As well, we acknowledge the work
of the entire Executive and Conference Committee members, and we honour those who will be retiring from
BCATML. As always, the AGM is also where members are able to nominate colleagues (or even themselves) for
any position on the Executive Committee. But the AGM is not just about adminis-trivia. We also have some
fun by acknowledging all the attendees at the conference, as well as the volunteers, the vendors and the
publishers who have made our conference possible. Don't forget, there are excellent door prizes to be won as
well! Be sure to attend and make a new connection.

Amendments to the BCATML Constitution

Periodically, the BCATML Executive reviews the constitution and makes recommendations for
amendments. This year, the Executive reviewed language concerning quorum at general meetings and the
Annual General Meeting and has passed the following amendments to Article 4. The amendments are in
bold. These amendments must be ratified by a 3% majority vote by the members present at the AGM. Please
be present to cast your vote.

Article 4 - Meetings
1.The Annual general Meeting:
a. The Annual General Meeting of the BCATML shall be held each year at a time and place designated by
the Executive Committee.
b. At least two weeks prior to the meeting written notice of same shall be given to all members.
c. The business of the Annual General Meeting of the BCATML shall include the election of officers, receipt
of reports, and any other business deemed necessary.
d. A quorum at the Annual General Meeting shall consist of at least five (5) percent of the active
members of the Association.
e. If within 30 minutes from the time appointed for the Annual General Meeting a quorum is not
present, the eligible voters in person shall constitute a quorum in order to allow the meeting to
proceed.

2. General meetings:
a. General meetings of the BCATML shall be held at the call of the Executive Committee, with two weeks'
prior written notice.

b. A general meeting may be called upon the request of 10 percent of the voting membership.

¢. A quorum at a General Meeting shall consist of at least five (5) percent of the active members of
the Association.

d. If within 30 minutes from the time appointed for the General Meeting a quorum is not present,
the eligible voters in person shall constitute a quorum in order to allow the meeting to proceed.

BCATML Summer 2014 8
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BCATML Annual General Meeting - AGENDA
Friday, October 24, 2014 from 11:15 - 12:00 pm
Grand Ballroom - Delta Burnaby Hotel
1) Call to order
2) Adoption of the agenda and establishment of quorum
3) Adoption of the minutes of the Annual General Meeting Friday, October 25, 2013.

4) Recognition of
a. Executive Committee,
b. Conference Committee, and
c. Retiring members of the BCATML Executive

5) Reports:
a. President’s & BCATML Activity Report
b. Treasurer's Report for 2013-2014 and budget proposal for 2014-2015

6) New Business:
a. Constitutional Amendments:

Motion: That Article 4 - Meetings paragraph #1 (The Annual General Meeting:) be amended to
include:

d. A quorum at the Annual General Meeting shall consist of at least five (5) percent of the active
members of the Association.

e. If within 30 minutes from the time appointed for the annual General Meeting a quorum is not
present, the eligible votes in person shall constitute a quorum in order to allow the meeting to
proceed.

Motion: That Article 4 - Meetings paragraph #2 (General Meetings:) be amended to include:

d. A quorum at a General Meeting shall consist of at least five (5) percent of the active members
of the Association.

e. If within 30 minutes from the time appointed for the General Meeting a quorum is not present,
the eligible votes in person shall constitute a quorum in order to allow the meeting to proceed.

7) Election of Executive Committee for 2014-2015

8) Other Business

9) Adjournment M

BCATML Summer 2014 9
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8:30 - 9:40
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BCATML Summer 2014

Mastering Verbal Communication & Audio Comprehension in Core French

-Nicole Jarvis (P, S)

Getting started with teaching proficiency through reading and storytelling:
Three Steps to Storytelling in the Second Language Classroom (TPRS)

-Michelle Metcalfe (P, S)

A Hero’s Journey
-Kai Zhang (S)

iPad Apps for the Japanese Class
-Akemi Takizawa (P, S)

Durer, Porsche, Erzgebirge : Interdisziplindre Projekte im
Deutschunterricht
-Wieland Petermann & Ulla In der Stroth (P, S)

Practical Tips and Tricks for the Chinese iPad Classroom
-Cynthia Xu (All Easier Corp - Better Chinese) (P, S)

The Quebec Question
-Polly Dobie (S)

Building Your Class Website- An Introduction to Weebly
-Ron Dorland (Tech, G)

Quality Assessment in the Second Language Classroom
-Monica Davidson, Barb Huva (S)

Target Audience: P = K-7 teachers, S - Secondary Teachers (8-12), G = General

10
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Session “B”

9:55-11:05
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Using Intensive French Methodology in a Core French
-Andrea Dunlop (P, S)

Getting from Spoken Production to Spoken Interaction
- Susan Kabotoff, Lauren Bell (French and Spanish)

Infusing Cultural Understanding and Appreciation into Modern Mandarin
-Ping Li (S)

Curation, Useful Websites, and Web 2.0 tools for Japanese Classes
-Stacia Johnson (P, S)

Ideen flr die Arbeit mit heterogenen Lerngruppen
-Ulrike Kugler (S)

BCATML iPad Inquiry Project
- Rome Lavrencic, Nancy Griffith-Zahner (P, S, Tech)

The Essential Question: “The Glue that Binds our Lessons”
-Elizabeth Sacco (EMC Publishing) (S)

Update on BC Curriculum Transformation
-Laura Hawkes & Brent Munro (Min. of Ed.), Claire Guy (SD35) (G)

21st Century Language (Punjabi) classrooms
- Amandee Chhina, Gurpreet Bains (P,S)

Target Audience: P = K-7 teachers, S - Secondary Teachers (8-12), G = General

LILUOUNCH
11:19-12:45

Lunch will be a plated service in the Main Ballroom
immediately following the Annual General Meeting.
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Session “C”

Summer 2014

1:00-2:10
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Songs, Music Videos, and Internet Activities in the high school
French Classroom
-Aileen Vildort (S)

Music in All Levels of Spanish, Interactive Workshop
-Trevor O'Rourke (P.S)

Technology in the Mandarin Learning Classrooms
-Tina Tsai, Erica Huang (P,S)

Enjoy! Learning Japanese with the new website “"MARUGOTO Plus”
-Mami Saito (P,S)

25 Jahre danach: 1

junge Deutschlerner?

-Wieland Petermann & Antje Blume (guest speaker fromSaxony!)
(PS)

Technology Integration in Language Teaching
-Marco Hernandez (P,S)

Echos Pro Takes Core French to a New Level
-Wendy Carr, Stacey Sveistrup (P)

Update on BC Curriculum Transformation
-Laura Hawkes & Brent Munro (Min. of Ed.), Claire Guy (SD35) (G)

Movie Talk and Embedded Reading: Enhancing the Comprehensible
Input
-Adriana Ramirez (S)

Target Audience: P = K-7 teachers, S - Secondary Teachers (8-12), G = General

BCATML Summer 2014
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LLanguage Forums &
Cultural Event

2:20 - 3:00

WORKSHOPS at a glance!

Back by popular demand!

Organized by teachers for teachers; a time of collaboration, sharing, and

interaction, our Language Forums will be taking place at the end of our conference,
from 2:20 - 3:00. Each language representative from the BCATML will be leading a
session of discussion and facilitating the sharing of ideas from the wide, diverse
range of expertise represented in our conference attendees. Perhaps you would like
to debrief with other French teachers after attending the Ministry’s workshop on the
new curriculum? Or perhaps discuss iPad applications in the elementary classroom?
Whatever your interest, the Language Forums has a group for you. And of course,

live Tweeting during the forums is encouraged!

When the forums are complete, the Language Representatives will escort
you to the ballroom for a dessert treat created by the Delta Head Chef, specifically
designed to reflect the diversity of language spoken and taught in British Columbia.
After a demonstration, the Chef will distribute recipe cards so that you can recreate
his masterpiece in your own kitchen. And last but not least, our draws for exciting
door prizes will take place at this time; our sponsors have always been extremely

generous with their donations, and the door prizes are always exciting!

After a productive day of language exploration and networking, please join
us in a celebration of our profession, and relax with your peers as we share ideas,

thoughts, dreams, and a dessert treat or two.

BCATML Summer 2014 13
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BCATML EXECUTIVE MEMBERS

PRESIDENT
Rome Lavrencic

rlavrenc@sd40.bc.ca

FRENCH REP.
Nancy Griffth-Zahner

NGriffithZahner@sd52.bc.ca
@radmocile

TREASURER
Tina Tsai

Tina.Tsai@sd41.bc.ca
@t_tsai

ELEMENTARY/MIDDLE
YEARS REP.
Stacia Johnson

sjohnson@sd85.bc.ca
@staciajo33

WEBMASTER &
PUNJABI REP.
Nicole Jarvis

mme.jarvis(at)gmail.com
@nicole

NEWSLETTER &
OTHER LANGUAGES REP
Kelly MacLean

mmemaclean(at)gmail.com

@mme_mac |

BCATML Summer 2014

VICE PRESIDENT
Stacey Sveistrup

ssveistrup@vsb.bc.ca

SECRETARY
& REGISTRAR
Cristina Gismondi

CGismondi@sd35.bc.ca

GERMAN REP.
Angela Kleine-Biining

akbuning@sdé3.bc.ca

SPANISH REP.
Trevor O'Rourke

torourke@sd40.bc.ca

MANDARIN REP.
Ping Li

PLi@croftonhouse.ca

PAST PRESIDENT
Kathy Chmelyk

kchmelyk@mail.sd91.bc.ca
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Detailed Workshop Descriptions

Session “A" - 8:30 - 9:40

Al: “Mastering Verbal Communication and
Audio Comprehension in Core French”
Nicole Jarvis

English/French/All grades

I've picked up some tips and tricks over three years of
TTOC’ing and collaborating with various teachers.
Games, strategies, and scaffolding to help students
feel safe to engage in spontaneous dialogue and also
practice grammar structures out loud.

A2: “Getting Started with Teaching :Proficiency
through Reading and Storytelling: Three Steps
to Storytelling the Second Language
Classroom”

Michelle Metcalfe

English/Spanish/Elementary

Teaching Proficiency through Reading and Storytelling
(TPRS) is an innovative second language teaching
methodology that has shown amazing results in the
development of students’ comprehension of the
target language and their ability to communicate
proficiently. This workshop is for second language
teachers who would like to use TPRS strategies in
their classrooms, but are not sure where to begin.
Participants in this workshop will learn to use the

three key elements of TPRS lesson planning: How to
engage student interest through the use of highly
personalized questions and answers, how to use
student responses to co-create compelling class
stories with their classes and how to develop cultural
understanding and literacy through reading.
Participants will also have the opportunity to practice
some of the basic techniques of TPRS such as using
target vocabulary and structures to develop a story
script, “circling” (a process of questioning central to
TPRS), story-asking, using humour to create bizarre
and memorable stories that promote deep and long-
term language acquisition — all while keeping your
classes in the target language 90% of the time from
Day One! This workshop will help you to bring joy
and magic to your second language classroom, no
matter what language or level.

A3: “ A Hero’s Journey”
Kai Zhang
English/Mandarin/all grades

| would like to present a thematic unit to introduce
the idea of The Hero’s Journey, as there are many
fascinating aspects of a hero that all cultures share in
their stories, myths, books, and media works. This is

a tool that | use to help students understand that
despite cultural differences, we also share elements
that are similar. Students may also relate their own
life experiences to that of a hero’s.

The goal is to give students an opportunity to
recognize patterns of the heroic myth. They will be
able to recognize the heroic cycle in novels, cultures,
and popular movies.

A4: “iPad Applications for Japanese Class”
Akemi Takizawa

| would like to share my ideas of how | used
applications in my classroom. | will talk about
“Quizlet”, “Doceri”, “Adobe Voice”, “Dragon Dictation”
and more.

PLEASE BRING AN IPAD IF YOU HAVE ONE.

SEDT =22 a3y 77TR, Do THRLTA
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A5: “ Durer, Porsche, Erzgebirge:
Interdisziplindre Projekte im
Deutschunterricht”

Wieland Petermann, Ulla In der Stroth
German/all grades

Im herkémmlichen Schulalltag zwischen Kindergarten
und High-School-Abschluss wird auch in Kanada
vorwiegend an Fachern orientiert unterrichtet. Doch
wo sind Verknlpfungen zwischen Unterrichtsfachern
moglich, die das Deutschlernen beférdern und die das
Interesse am modernen Deutschland wachhalten?
Die Teilnehmer konnen an Beispielen aus Geographie,
Sozialkunde, Technik, Mathematik und Kunst
erkunden, wo Uberschneidungen mit dem DaF-
Unterricht liegen. Es werden Projekte vorgestellt, die
mit Gberschaubarem Aufwand

Summer 2014

auf vorhandene Materialien zuriickgreifen.

Der Workshop frischt gleichzeitig das Arsenal an
interaktiven Lehr- und Lernmethoden auf, was auch
generell den DaF-Unterricht aufwerten kann.

Am Ende sollen die Teilnehmer einige Ideen und
einiges Handwerkszeug mitnehmen kdnnen, was sie
an ihrer Einrichtung einsetzen kénnen.

Mit dem Effekt: Deutsch ist in der Schule prasent -
und cool.

In this workshop we will look into opportunities how
German instruction can be linked to other subject
areas. Which projects are suitable for learners at
different levels of proficiency? Examples from
geography, social studies, and arts will be explored by
the participants. Along the way, we will brush up
some interactive teaching ways which will motivate
students to communicate in the target language.

A6: “Practical Tips and Tricks for the Chinese
iPad Classroom”

Cynthia Xu (All Easier Corporation — Better
Chinese Canada)

Elementary to Grade 10

Come learn the top 10 tips and tricks to building a
Chinese language learning environment with iPads
and other devices. Led by Cynthia Xu, this session will
walk you through the pedagogy behind the Chinese

class and the techniques applied to create a fun and
communicative setting that enhances a student’s
learning of Chinese grammar, character-writing,
culture and more.

Tips will include iPad orientation student activities,
classroom management secrets, and easy flipped
classroom activities. Participants will learn what the
best apps are for Chinese language learning and how
to practically use them in the classroom.

A7: “The Quebec Question”
Polly Dobie
English/French/Secondary

There is so little understanding of why Quebecois
Francophones seem so very different from
Anglophones and Allophones in the rest of Canada in

terms of culture, language, and political views. This
project sees the students examine key points of
Quebec cultural issues and language through
biographies, use of district databases and the CBC/
Radio Canada archives, as well as other book/video
resources. Student samples will be shown, as well as
assessment/evaluation rubrics, and links to the draft
curriculum.

A8: “Building Your Class Website: An
Introduction to Weebly”

Ron Dorland

English/all grades

Want to build a class/personal website? In this
hands-on workshop, you will add classes, students,
create e-portfolios and learn all the tabs and
functions, add multimedia, add Twitter feeds and
connect to other classes. A website is the best thing
you can do for your practice and classroom.
PARTICIPANTS ARE ASKED TO BRING THEIR OWN
LAPTOPS.

A9: “Quality Assessment in the Second
Language Classroom”

Monica Davidson, Barb Huva

English (examples in French and Spanish)/
Secondary

Easy, useful, quality assessment ideas...let Barb and
Monica help you! Using the Ministry Prescribed

Learning Outcomes, this workshop will provide
examples of quality written and oral assessment that
focus on rubrics and checklists that teachers will be
able to take with them and use in their own
classrooms. There will also be a discussion about
how to set up a gradebook through the lens of second
language PLOs. The delivery will be in English with
examples in French and Spanish.

BCATML Summer 2014
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Detailed Workshop Descriptions

Session “B"” - 9:55-11:05

B1: “Using Intensive French Methodology in a
Core French Classroom”

Andrea Dunlop

English

Intensive French methods are extremely effective and
can be used in any language class at any level. This
workshop will introduce the ideas and the
methodology (if necessary) and we will review
teaching strategies for reading, speaking, writing, and
listening. | can share how | assess progress and use
practice DELF exams for evaluations.

B2: “Getting From Spoken Production to
Spoken Interaction”

Susan Kabotoff, Lauren Bell
French/Spanish

In this workshop you will explore teaching strategies
to get students speaking. This participation-oriented
workshop will lead you through several mini-lessons

and the evaluation pieces to go with them. Handouts
will include assessment criteria and rubrics for
evaluation that presenters currently use in the
classroom. Susan parle frangais et Lauren habla
espafol. You must be able to speak either French or
Spanish to follow and participate in this bilingual
session. Bienvenue a nuestros amigos nuevos y
antiguos.

B3: EF>). ERANEPER, FRPEXL
Infusing Cultural Understanding and Appreciation into
Mandarin Learning

Ping Li

Mandarin
“+—HENMEREEENEENMIER. IRAE
SHEZRN. &S REPRSUCEBI L TEEE
WEET, (IEE2X/MEFEIER) (1999) BEZ
BIAXCRIEEZIREENIEER, AWM, ZiLFEE
JEERIERIEEFRF S —TIIME. ERNZEIZIESHX
LHIEGHE. BL, MAFREREZEET SIIMENE
RTZERRT B RIESULRVIERE. KA LEEREXY
NERHELNRFPIZABELUATER. FKE
HIERISAEIE ? EIGENZE S, AL EIR—EH
AZBEREREER. R, UEPEELIDOER
i B, gERPEXL, R PESEN SN

MMANGERANPECNERMNRE, TRRITZ
BRETTE. RGN EEETNRITER. ITRAXK
XitE RIERL S R 2% 77 | R Bl AR eSS AR
REIE S LRMXUBER RN UFERERL . ML
FAMF IR, METRBREFZENBESTEAKE.
JURAAIXS P ESERINRE T o
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This workshop will address how to incorporate the
Chinese cultural component into Mandarin learning in
daily classroom situations with focuses on thematic
design, workable cultural infusion into language
application, and effective cultural comparison and
contrast so as to enrich classroom activities, engage
students in language practice and cultural
exploration, and improve students’ language skills/
abilities while they are learning to appreciate the
richness of Chinese culture.

B4: Curation, Useful Websites, and Web 2.0 tools for
Japanese Classes

Stacia Johnson

English

This workshop will focus on curation for teachers and
students, as well as, useful websites and Web 2.0
tools for Japanese classes. The following questions
will be answered in this workshop: What is curation?
Why it is essential to all teachers and students in the
21st century? What are the most popular curation
sites? What are some useful sites and Web 2.0 tools
for Japanese culture and language learning?

Stacia Johnson has been a high school languages
teacher in urban and rural settings for the past twenty
years. She has taught high school French, Japanese,
and English. She has presented workshops at the
BCATML conference and at the CCERBAL bilingual
conference at the University of Ottawa. She recently
completed her Master of Education in Curriculum and
Instruction, with a focus on digital literacies and
connected language classrooms at the University of
Victoria.

BCATML Summer 2014
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B5: “Ideen fiir die Arbeit mit heterogenen
Lerngruppen”
Ulrike Kugler

German

Heterogenitat ist ein pragendes Merkmal aller
Lerngruppen. Meist wird es von Lehrern als groRe
Herausforderung empfunden, dass sich Lerner u.a. in
Bezug auf Alter, Geschlecht, Interessen, Erwartungen,
Motivation, ethnische, kulturelle und soziale
Herkunft, soziale Kompetenz und psychische
Entwicklung unterscheiden. In dem Workshop , Ideen
flr die Arbeit mit heterogenen Lerngruppen” sollen
die Lehrkrafte Werkzeuge an die Hand bekommen,
die helfen, mit heterogenen Lerngruppen
umzugehen. Die Teilnehmerlnnen sollen Methoden
der Binnendifferenzierung kennenlernen und
ausprobieren, die sie im Deutschunterricht anwenden
kénnen. Wir wollen den Lehrkraften erméglichen,
Heterogenitat nicht zwangslaufig als Problem zu
betrachten sondern diese als Normalfall und Chance
anzusehen.

This session will deal with heterogeneous classrooms
and it is aimed at presenting some methods of
internal differentiation. The participants are supposed
to learn that heterogeneity is a normal feature of all
learner groups and that it can even be an advantage.
The participants will get to know and try out some
methods for the German language classroom which
are useful when working with heterogeneous learner
groups.

Summer 2014

B6: BCATML iPad Inquiry Project
Rome Lavrencic, Nancy Griffith-Zahner
English (with French examples)/all grades

There is no doubt that technology is changing the way
in which students learn: active, personalized and
collaborative learning have all been impacted by the
use of technology in the classroom. This workshop is
designed not only for teachers who are familiar with
using iPads in the classroom, but also for those who
are interested in investigating the possibility of
incorporating the use of technology in their
classrooms. To this end, the BCATML has launched an
iPad Inquiry Project, which will offer the opportunity
for BC language teachers to borrow a mobile iPad lab
and use it in their own classroom. We will explain the
logistics of the iPad Project (how to submit a request,
meeting technical needs, etc), ensuring that teachers
find it straightforward and simple to book and use the
mobile lab.

In six months, we have investigated various iPad
applications for use in the classroom, and are excited
to share our adventures (both triumphant and not-so-
triumphant). Be prepared to tap, swipe, drag and flick
on one of our iPads! Workshop participants will
receive a list of tested iPad applications and their uses
in the language classroom, plus tons of lesson plan
ideas and practical applications. Nancy and Rome will
also highlight “Socrative”, “Pic Collage”, “Book
Creator”, iPad camera ideas and more! You’ll leave
this workshop inspired and have new ideas to try with
your class!

B7: “The Essential Question: ‘The Glue that
Binds our Lessons’”

Elizabeth Sacco, EMC Publishing
English/Secondary

215t Century learning suggests that as world language
teachers, we create lessons framed by an essential
question that promotes those all-important critical
thinking skills. We strive to include it all: the four

skills, the three modes, the standards and culture, all
in a thematically organized context. The Goal?
Pulling it all together in a well thought-out format
that helps our students successfully acquire a non-
native language. In this session we will explore how
to successfully implement the use of essential
questions from inception to assessment, highlighting
activities from EMC’s new World Language Program,
T’es Branché?

B8: “Update on BC Curriculum Transformation”
Laura Hawkes and Brent Munro (Ministry of
Education), Claire Guy (Assistant
Superintendent, Langley School District)
English/all grades

This session will provide an update on the BC
Curriculum Transformation and on the Core French
Curriculum Development. We will also give
participants the opportunity to explore the
curriculum design in an interactive manner.

This session will be repeated in C8.

B9: “21%t Century Language (Punjabi)
classrooms

Amandee Chhina & Gurpreet Bains
English/Punjabi/all grades

This workshop will be based on using technology in
Punjabi classrooms. IT IS HIGHLY RECOMMENDED
THAT ALL PARTICIPANTS BRING THEIR OWN LAPTOPS
ORiPADS. This workshop will focus on Punjabi typing
skills, comic strips, Prezi presentations, and
PowerPoint presentations. We will also provide a
variety of websites and online games to use as a
resource in your classroom.

BCATML Summer 2014
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Detailed Workshop Descriptions

Session “C" -1:00 - 2:10

C1: “Songs, Music Videos, and Internet
Activities in the High School French Classroom”
Aileen Vildort

English/French/Secondary

This workshop will present useful internet activities

for the French high school classroom, including music
videos, songs, and other internet resources. Activities

can be adapted for use at various grade levels, from
grades 8-12.

C2: “Music in All Levels of Spanish;
Interactive Workshop

Trevor O’Rourke

English and Spanish/all grades

Looking to find new ways of engaging your students
through music? This workshop is aimed at giving

educators new musical skills and perspectives that
can be incorporated into all levels of Spanish. From
the basics of flamenco palmas to using music videos
in order to enrich students’ cultural understanding in
direct relation to PLO’s, this interactive workshop will
invigorate curriculum ideas and presentation. jA
explorar!

C3: “Technology in the Mandarin Learning
Classrooms”

Tina Tsai, Erica Huang

English and Mandarin/all grades

In this session, the presenters will address the use of
Google Drive and language applications suitable for
the Mandarin learning classrooms. In the first half of

the session, we will demonstrate the use of Google
Drive for organization of documents and student
collaboration as well as Google Form for surveys and
self-reflections. In the second half of the session, we
will demonstrate the use of language apps through a
sample thematic unit, showing how technology tools
are integrated into language learning. PARTICIPANTS
ARE ENCOURAGED TO BRING THEIR OWN LAPTOPS/
TABLETS.

Better Chinese Canada

Chinese Language Learning Resources for Pre K-College

www.betterchinese.com www.alleasier.com

The Most Complete Preschool to Grade 12 Chinese as a Foreign Language Curriculum

Better Chinese Reading Club 2014

Truck, Trains, Things that go
Popular Children's Series .

Original Chinese Storybooks [ e

‘ WA A, -

-
.

Beginner

Storybook Library
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C4: “Enjoy!” Learning Japanese with the new website MARUGOTO Plus”
Mami Saito (Japan Foundation)
Japanese/all grades

MARUGOTO+ (MARUGOTO Plus) is a website developed by the Japan Foundation where users can learn about Japanese
language and culture alongside the contents of "Marugoto: Japanese language and culture", a course book which uses the JF
Standard as a basis. The target is not only learners of Japanese who are studying using the "Marugoto: Japanese language
and culture" coursebook but also those who have an interest in Japanese language or culture. In this workshop we can share
the fun of learning Japanese. Learners can practice Japanese in order to achieve various 'Can-do' (things one is able to do
using Japanese) goals based on the Japan Foundation Standard and can feel "real-life" Japanese while watching videos that
help deepen your understanding of actual everyday situations. Also, they can find out more about Japanese society and
everyday life and culture in Japan through images and real Japanese people's voices.

FEREHESOYA L TE228+ (F2TL77R) 5 ik, J FHAREBERY v —Fiffila—2x 7y 7 T%
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ROV, MEPHARADFZBLTHIL I ENTEET,

C5: “25 Jahre danach: 1st de Fall de Berliner Mauer noch ein Thema fiir junge Deutschlerner?”
Wieland Petermann, N.N. and Antje Blume, Guest Speaker from Saxony
German/Secondary

Vor 25 Jahren fiel die Berliner Mauer. Fiir die neuere deutsche Geschichte ein markantes Datum — aber wie konnen wir das
jungen Lernern eine Generation spater noch bewusst machen?

Im Workshop werden einige aktuelle Materialien und methodische Vorschlage fir den Einsatz im Unterricht vorgestellt.
AuBerdem stellen Lehrerinnen und Lehrer aus Sachsen ihre Sicht auf die Verdanderungen seit 1989 vor und berichten
daruber, wie junge Menschen jetzt das Ost-West-Verhaltnis in Deutschland empfinden.

Die Teilnehmer konnen in authentischen Interviews im Workshop Antworten auf ihre eigenen Fragen bekommen und sogar
Kontakte fiir Schilerprojekte zwischen BC und Sachsen anbahnen.

This session will introduce some ideas for classroom use which highlight the historic dimension of the fall of the Berlin Wall
25 years ago. How can students today relate to that event? Examples from contemporary Germany will illustrate the changes
that have shaped modern Germany since 1989. Ideas for project work for students will wrap up the session which includes
20 language teachers from Saxony/Germany.
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C6: “Technology Integration in Language
Teaching”

Marco Antonio Bequer Hernandez
English/all grades

Summer 2014

This workshop will deal with the creation and use of
avatars in language teaching and learning as well as
the use of some web-based learning tools such as
concept maps that can be used to present topics and
review for the exams. Webquests is another topic
that will be covered.

C7: Echos Pro Takes Core French to a New Level
Wendy Carr, Stacey Sveistrup
English (with French Examples)/all grades

Engage your students with active language learning,
an exciting technological platform with easy-to-access

videos, songs, and multi-media texts that motivate
students to talk about what matters to them, en
frangais. Echos Pro provides pedagogical support, key
language and comprehension strategies, intercultural
connections and much more. Participants will leave
with new ideas and a complimentary sample package!

C8: “Update on BC
Curriculum Transformation”
Laura Hawkes and Brent
Munro (Ministry of
Education), Claire Guy
(Assistant Superintendent,
Langley School District)
English/all grades

Ministry of
Education

BRITISH
COLUMBIA

This session will provide an update on the BC
Curriculum Transformation and on the Core
French Curriculum Development. We will also
give participants the opportunity to explore the
curriculum design in an interactive manner.

This is a repeat session from C8.

C9: “Movie Talk and Embedded Reading:
Enhancing the Comprehensible Input”
Adriana Ramirez

English/all grades

This workshop is applicable to all languages and
teaching styles, and it is an essential component
for those who have begun the switch to T.P.R.S.
Understanding in actual context is obviously a
prerequisite for language acquisition. When you
try learning new words by memorizing them,
you end up learning the form of the word but
miss understanding its meaning. As long as you
do not approach the learning of new words by
encountering and understanding them in actual
context, they will eventually become a useless,
blurry image. The same is true for grammatical
structures. Memorizing grammar rules without
understanding how the structures are related to
meaning is pointless.

BCATML Summer 2014

A great way to work on understanding and
acquiring the language is through pictures and
videos. Used well, they can be the tool that
provides the link between form and meaning.
The main activity in Movie Talk consists of
narration. The main point is that you, the
teacher, provide spoken input that your students
can understand with the aid of an entertaining
video. This narration can be made through
embedded readings. Embedded readings allow
scaffolding the level of complexity of a text,
building up from scratch so students can work
their way up to reading more complex versions
of the original text.
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CASLI CORNE

Sandi Kostur, BC representative - CASLT National Council

Hello BCATML/CASLT colleagues! Bonjour! iSaludos!

On behalf of CASLT/ACPLS | extend my warmest greetings. As partners with CASLT, all BCATML
members are able to take advantage of the benefits of CASLT membership. | encourage you to read
the weekly “CASLT INFO” news brief where you’ll find CASLT updates and a host of interesting and
useful articles relevant to language teaching and learning. In addition, be sure to regularly visit the
CASLT website at www.castl.org , a rich source for news and updates, teaching resources, research,
professional support and contacts and a variety of other helpful information for language teachers.
And of course you can look forward to receiving your regular issues of the Réflexions magazine.

In 2015, language teachers world-wide can look forward to a very special opportunity. Along with the
Ontario Modern Language Teachers’ Association (OMLTA) and the Fédération Internationale des
Professeurs de Langues Vivantes (FIPLV) , CASLT will be “Collaborating Across Languages and Borders”
as the Languages without Borders conference goes international as the World Congress of Modern
Languages. This unique event takes place March 26 — 28, 2015 in Niagara Falls, Ontario. For
information and registration, visit the website.

As we prepare to return to classes, | wish you a successful, enriching and exciting school year.
Bonne rentrée!

Sandi Kostur
BC representative, CASLT National Council

WORLD =
CONGRESS

OF MODERN
LANGUAGES

Collaborating across Languages and Borders

CASLT/ACPLS
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WORLD CONGRES
CONGRESS MONDIAL

OF MODERN DESLANGUES
LANGUAGES VIVANTES

X '\ﬁ

» » » Collaborating across Languages and Borders
La collaboration au-dela des langues et des frontieres 4 4 <

26-28 « MARCH / MARS - 2015
NIAGARA FALLS | ON | CANADA

(€ fiplv

CASLI/ACPLS
International Federation of Canadian Association of Ontario Modern Languag
Language Teacher Associations Second Language Teachers Teachers’ Association
Fédération internationale des Association canadienne des Association ontarienne de
professeurs de langues vivantes professeurs de langues secondes professeurs de langues vivant

BCATML Summer 2014 23



B.C. Association of Teachers of Modern Languages

> WHO?

« International Federation of Language
Teacher Associations {(FIPLV)

+ Ontario Modern Language
Teachers' Association (OMLTA)

« Canadian Association of Second
Language Teachers {CASLT)

) WHEN?

March 26-28, 2015

) WHERE?

Niagara Falls, Ontario

- Sheraton on the Falls
- Crowne Plaza Niagara Falls - Falisview

> WHEN?
Check the Call for Workshops and
Presentations!
General themes include:

« CEFR & Language Pedagogies
- Technology & Soclal Media

- Autonomy & Motivation

- Indigencus Languages

« Curriculums & Cultures

¥ WHY?
To be part of the most exciting evest of
the year as a presenter, participant, or
exhibitor!

- 100 sessions

« over 1000 participants

- professional development &
nétworking

- national & international education
stakeholders

-~ spectacular views & engaging soclal events

BCATML Summer 2014
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» qur?
« Fédération internationale des
professeurs de langues vivantes (FIPLV)

« Association ontarienne des professeurs
de langues vivantes (AOPLV)

« Associstion canadienne des professeurs
de langues secondes [ACPLS)

P QUAND?

26-28 mars 2015

p 00?

Niagara Falls, Ontario

- Sheraton on the Falls
- Crowne Plaza Niagara Falls - Fallsview

» QuAND?

Vérifier lAppel de soumission d'ateliers et
de présentations!

Parmi les thimes généraux prévus :

« CECR et pédagogies

- Technologlies et médias soclaux
- Autonomie et motivation

- Langues autochtones

« Curriculums et cultures

» pourauor?
Pour faire partie de Névénement de 'année
2015 3 titre de présentatrice/présentateur,
participante/participant ou exposant!

- 100 séances

« plus de 1 000 participants

- formation professionnelle et
réseautage

- participation nationale et
internationale

= site enchanteur et activités captivantes
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AUTHENTIC LANGUAGE

AND CULTURE EXPERIENCE

By Tina Tsai

“I hear and I forget. I see and I remember. I do and I understand.”

Inspired by Heidi Steele’s workshop at NCLC 2013
conference and BCATML executives, Rome Lavrencic and Wendy
Yamazaki’s cultural experiences to Japan, | wanted to offer an
overseas trip designed specifically for learners of Mandarin as a
second language to deepen their language skills in real-life
situations. This past Spring Break, | had the opportunity to travel
with a small group of Burnaby South Secondary students to Taipei,
Taiwan to visit KangChiao Secondary School, where we were put to
the ultimate challenge of immersing ourselves fully in the local
culture and language.

The purpose of the overseas trip was to experience an
authentic living experience in a Mandarin speaking country rather
than visiting it. Traveling aboard offers students a tremendous
learning experience and life skills beyond the classroom. Often
school trips were preplanned where students were rarely involved
in the planning stage and were led by tour guides as instructed. In
contrast, Burnaby South students were required to collaboratively

- Confucius

| ——

design an itinerary and prioritize what it is that they

and interests.
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want to see, to learn and to do while traveling aboard.
Without accompaniment by a tour company, students
were responsible to work through the logistics and co-
design the itinerary prior to departure. This included
researching the importance of historical sites, looking
at maps to navigate around the city, and making
reservations to cultural activities. This challenged the
students to take ownership in creating a unique
learning experience that meet their individual needs
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As a result of the group planning, our
overseas trip consisted of an eleven-day immersive
experience. Students attended high school classes at
KangChiao Secondary in the morning, participated in
cultural activities in the afternoon, and experienced
living in the dorm at night.

Not going to lie, there were panic attacks
prior to departure, and | wondered what | had got
myself into. However, the trip was truly a rewarding
experience. It was amazing to watch how students

utilize their language skills when they are given the
opportunity and freedom to do so. From a papermaking workshop, to pineapple cake baking to renting
bikes to cycle along DaDaoCheng, students needed to negotiate meanings and converse in situational
dialogues that the classroom simply could not simulate. Although born and raised in Taipei, | acted as a
foreigner to ensure that the students were using their second language to tackle each task and to
navigate around the city. It was an extremely humbling to experience the city that | grew up in through
the planning and the eyes of my students.

Surely, the trip was not without any hiccups. There were days students got carsick, which led to a visit to
the local pharmacy, purchased the wrong bus ticket, and couldn’t follow the math lesson. Butisn't this
the best way to learn? Through confusion and discomfort, we turned every obstacle into a meaningful
learning opportunity. A student noted in her reflection paper: "nothing ever goes exactly according to
plan. Sometimes we'd get lost or take the wrong subway. All the dilemmas we encountered challenged
us to problem solve and think quickly on the spot. We also had to be thoroughly prepared, being able to
come up with a Plan B on the spot. This trip was a great learning experience, not only in terms of
improving our Mandarin but also
improving our ability to plan,
coordinate, and deal with unexpected
events.” Indeed, traveling aboard is
not only to develop language and
cultural proficiency but also to gain
the necessary life skills to become a
competent individual. | am proud of
the accomplishments that my
students achieved through this
overseas experience.

The experience of traveling to Taiwan
was much more rewarding than | had
ever hoped for. All the successes of

our journey wouldn't be possible
without the generosity and kind welcome of KangChiao staff and students, and the administrative
support of the Taipei Economic and Cultural Office in Vancouver. It is with fondest memories that we
thank our new friends with gratitude for the learning experience of a lifetime.
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A FRUITFUL YEAR IN
THE MANDARIN FIELD

By Ping Li

As the 2013-2014 school year is over, | stop for a moment to look
back on the so-quickly passed year and reflect with pride and wonder
on the progress and achievements the Mandarin teachers have made.

In retrospect, | am happy to conclude that it has been a very busy and
fruitful year of excitement, change, growth, hard work, success, and
celebration. Here are just a few of the most noticeable things
undertaken and fulfilled over the course of the year.

Building a Strong Mandarin Program and Community

The situation in this aspect is really encouraging and can be
encapsulated in one phrase, “More enthusiasm and more
involvement”. One strong piece of evidence is that | have been
frequently consulted for Mandarin curriculum implementation, new
Mandarin program initiatives, Pro-D opportunities, student
exchange programs, effective teaching resources and tools, etc.
ever since | became a Mandarin representative. In this capacity, |
have also been contacted by various organizations for Mandarin
teaching/learning related events, workshops, conferences, and summer
camps to meet the various needs of both teachers and students. |
have also noticed an increasing number of teachers using the
resources from Mandarin Teachers’ Documents, a shared Google
doc platform | created at the start of the school year for teachers to
benefit from new pedagogies and practices and to find suitable
extra-curricular activities and events for students to participate in.

May 4th witnessed the largest ever attendance of Mandarin
teachers and students from both public and independent schools all
over the Greater Vancouver area at the annual “Chinese Bridge”
Mandarin Speech Contest, organized by the Education Office,
Consulate General of the People’s Republic of China in Vancouver,
Confucius Institute in Coquitlam and the Canadian Teaching-
Chinese-as-a-Second-Language Association (see my article “2014
‘Chinese Bridge’ Speech Contestis in Full Spring” in our March
edition). The pouring rain outside did not quench the spirits and
enthusiasm of the contestants; nor did it affect the supportive teachers
and parents. Most impressive was Ms Yap from Mulgrave School, who
"walked" into the contest hall on crutches with a big smile on her face!
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Natasha Carr-Harris from Crofton
House School with Chinese Education
Consul General Mr Yu.

Ms Chan from Pinetree Secondary
School with her students Georgiy
Sekretaryuk and Ryan Sharp.

Mulgrave School students.
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The contestants from more than 30 schools
divided by seven categories, the largest of
which consisted of grade 8 to 10 students from
non-Mandarin backgrounds, competed on the
topic "Me and China”, sharing their joy and
challenge of learning Chinese, describing their
amazement at and passion for Chinese culture,
recounting their individual China stories with
pride. Each story of “Me and China” was unique;

2014 “Chinese Bridge” Mandarin Speech Contest winners with Ms
each speech deeply touched the heart of Holly Butterfield, vice chair of the Coquitlam Board of Education, Mr

everyone present. Afe al the excitement and 27 L arendntfConl Seho it ot
applause, especially when the award ceremony Education- Coquitlam School District and Mr Du and Mr Yu from the
drew to a close, | could not but pay a tribute to all Education Office, Consulate General of the People’s Republic of China.
the teachers behind the scene: it was they who

had instilled in their students the love of Mandarin and the passion for Chinese culture. It was they who had
spent hours of their spare time to provide those contestants support and encouragement. It was they who
sacrificed their Sunday to take students to the speech contest to let them experience the fun of using

Mandarin.

Integrating Mandarin Learning with Cultural Exposure and Understanding

This year Mandarin teachers have been enriching language learning with many different cultural activities,
field trips and events, which have created fond memories and valuable learning opportunities for students
to immerse themselves in the products and practices of the Chinese culture.

A lot of schools across the Lower Mainland celebrate Chinese traditional festivals, esp. the Chinese New
Year. The Chinese New Year celebration at my school, always a big hit, has become a much-anticipated
annual school tradition. The following few pictures give a glimpse of how students from my school were
involved in this year's celebration:

Playing Pipa, a Chinese string instrument. Ribbon dance at a lunch celebration event.
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Moscrop Secondary School in Burnaby hosted the 2014 Ethnic Minority Fashion Show, part of the 9th
annual Taste of Asia Performance to celebrate cultural diversity. The event was a great success with hundreds
of show tickets sold, and all proceeds went to the Children's Hospital. The audience was simply stunned by
the colourful costumes worn by student models, each representing one of the fifty-five ethnic groups in
China. As one audience member put it, "It's perfect to be able to enjoy another country's culture through
the performance by Moscrop Secondary and at the same time know that | am supporting the Children's
Charity as well."

Mulgrave School elementary students celebrated the
8 Dragon Boat Festival in May this year by making and
wearing their own dragon masks. (left)

(right) Grade 3 pupils performing a short play “Little Tadpoles
Looking for their Moms’, a Chinese children’s story adapted and
directed by Ms Serena Qiang, who has been working on and
revising the script for three years.

Blessed with the rich Chinese culture in Vancouver, our Mandarin

teachers also take advantage of opportunities to expose students
to various Chinese cultural activities. Dr. Sun Yat-Sun's Classical
Chinese Garden in Chinatown is a popular venue as it offers various educational programs to suit the needs
of different levels of students in accordance with BC curricula. According to its program coordinator Ms
Susan Ma, the garden currently receives almost 6000 students over the course of a year, ranging from
preschoolers to university students, local and international. There has been a noticeable increase in the
number of Mandarin language learners visiting the garden this year. The popular activities are “Garden Tour,
Talk & Tea”, "Celebrating Chinese New Year”, “Crossing Borders”, "Master Fong’s Fireworks Emporium”,
“Land & Sea Combo: Dragon Tales and Dragon Boat Paddling”, and “Chinatown Walking Tour”. The other
school subjects that find a great connection with the Garden’s programs are Social Studies, Comparative
Civilizations, History, Science (chemistry, biology/plant programs), Physical Education (Taiji &
Dragonboating), Tourism, ESL, Health Education (Mindfulness and meditation programs), Home Economics
and Art. | cannot wait to take my students to enjoy the Peking Opera exhibition with unique costumes on
display in September and October in the Dr. Sun Yat-Sun’s Classical Chinese Garden this fall!
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Our Mandarin teachers have also been
actively involved in cultural activities and
events. On June 28th, | was invited to attend
The Vancouver Chinese Singers 30th Season | s
Concert 2014 at the Vancouver Playhouse.
Katherine Lu, a Mandarin teacher at Burnaby
North Secondary School, is one of the
founders of the Vancouver Chinese Singers
Society. She has been devoting her time and
passion to developing and sharing Chinese
choral music repertoire over the past 30
years and has been the conductor for the
society since 1997. It was truly a great
evening with a lively ensemble showcasing a
wide variety of Chinese choir music from
different time periods and regions. As our
Prime Minister Stephen Harper put it in his
warm greetings to the singers, “ You can take
pride in your efforts to preserve your rich
cultural heritage in Canada.”

Summer 2014

Grade 9 students bad a taste of 1aiji in the beautiful Dr. Sun

Yat-Sun’s Classical Chinese Garden.
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I would like to take this
opportunity to extend a
most sincere and heart-
felt THANK YOU to all
the Mandarin teachers
in our province who, as
conscientious and
caretaking gardeners,
have been patiently and
painstakingly tending
and toiling in the
Mandarin field to help
students grow and
prosper.

| hope you enjoyed a
most relaxing summer
and come back to the
14-15 school year
energized & refreshed!

—Ping Li
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NEWSLET TER GUIDELINES

The BCATML Newsletter is the official publication of the B.C. Association of Teachers of Modern Languages, a provincial
specialist association of the B.C. Teachers’ Federation. Three issues are published each calendar year.

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 1) acts as a communication vehicle for ideas, trends
and new developments in the field;

The BCATML Newsletter is the professional journal of 2) supports a professional network of modern

the BC Association of Teachers of Modern Languages. language teachers who are committed to

As such it: innovative teaching strategies;

3) promotes the learning and teaching of additional
languages through the BC curriculum.

Subscription to The BCATML Newsletter is included with membership in the BCATML. 2014-2015 fees: BCTF members $40,
Associate members $63; students/TTOC/retired and community-based teachers $15. Payment of fees includes The BCATML
Newsletter, membership in CASLT (Canadian Association of Second Language Teachers) and information about conferences,
workshops, projects, and other BCATML publications and activities. BCATML memberships/subscriptions run for 12 months
from the time applications are processed by the BCTF staff.

NOTICE TO CONTRIBUTORS

Articles submitted for publication should be sent with a covering letter that contains:
e the author’s full address and telephone number

® a short description of the author and his/her current work

® a brief disclaimer allowing the editor editing and publishing rights

Please also include, where possible:

¢ a photograph of the author, if available

¢ a photograph or high resolution graphic to accompany the article. If you would like your photo(s) returned to you, please
include a stamped, self-addressed envelope for that purpose. Otherwise, they will not be returned

We encourage material submitted by email in .doc and .pdf format as most articles are reformatted to our publication style.
Graphics should be sent as separate files. Printed submissions must be typed and all pages should be numbered.
Submissions by fax are discouraged. Please send articles as an e-mail attachment. Length of articles usually varies from 300 to
1,000 words. Articles longer than 1,000 words may be shortened for publication. Authors must take particular care with
diagrams and drawings. These should be done in high contrast so as to be easily reproduced. Please do not submit items
from copyright publications if you have not included permission to publish them. The editor reserves the right to alter the text
in any way necessary to conform to the objectives and mandates of the BCATML.

Submission Deadlines suggested topics

Spring - March 1 Spring, Easter, Passover.

Fall - Aug 1 Back to School, Fall, Halloween, Dia de Los Muertes

Winter - December 1 Winter, Christmas, Hanukah, Solstice, New Year's, Valentine's

Address correspondence and submissions to the Editor:

Advertisers should contact the

Kelly MacLean, BCATML Editor for rates and specifications.
c/o Panorama Ridge Secondary BCATML Newsletter © BCATML
13220 64 Ave, Surrey, BC Copyright of articles resides with
(604) 595-8890 original authors.

E-mail: mmemaclean (at) gmail (dot) com
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