
Bienvenue! 
Please rename yourself 
on Zoom to include one 
of the following letters 
for break out room 
discussions
ex. A Lily Kamarn

A – Core French/IF Elementary

B – Core French/ IF Secondary

C – FRIMM Elementary

D – FRIMM Secondary



BCATML
INCLUSIVE LANGUAGE IN FRENCH

PART I

Nicole Curtis, Chantal Goguen &

Lily Kamarn

Thursday, May 26, 2022

3:30 – 5:00pm (Zoom)



Territory 
Acknowledgment

We acknowledge that we 

are on the unceded, 

traditional territory of the 

Katzie, Semiahmoo, 

Kwantlen and other 

Coast Salish Peoples on 

which we work, play and 

learn.



Agenda & 
Learning 
Intentions

Inclusion of LGBTQ2+ students, staff, and families

Examining biases and gaps in curriculum delivery and 
school practices

Creating safe, inclusive spaces where all students see 
themselves reflected in their learning

Begin embedding inclusive language in French

ie. Les pronoms sujets et les pronoms objets

Explicit examples will be provided on how to incorporate 
these inclusive and neutral pronouns in French



SOGI Overview

→ Sexual Orientation & Gender Identity

→ Everyone has these, SOGI is for everyone!

→ Subset of LGBTQ2+ students, staff and 

families who require extra support

→ Increased risks & barriers associated with 

being LGBTQ2+

→ Discrimination

→ Mental health & wellbeing

→ Reduced access to community 

resources



SOGI in Schools

→ Expanding how we understand, interact with and 

value diverse genders & sexualities

→ Building practice that promotes positive outcomes & is 

grounded in research (local, national, global)

→ Creating safe, affirming, inclusive, positive spaces

→ Eliminating stigma, bias, discrimination and oppression 

based on gender and sexual diversity –-> Human Rights

→ Building equity for marginalized groups –-> Social Justice

(In part, from CAST: Out & Proud Affirmation Guide, 2011)

https://www.torontocas.ca/sites/torontocas/files/CAST_Out_and_Proud_Affirmation_Guidelines_2012.pdf


Effects of Exclusion and 
Discrimination

→ According to SARAVYC* (2018), compared to their heterosexual 

peers...

→ Gay & bisexual males are 2X as likely to self-harm

→ Lesbian & bisexual females are 2-3X as likely to self-harm

• Of trans youth surveyed in BC...

• 50% reported being bullied at school

• 75% reported self-harming in the last year

• 50% reported extreme stress in last 30 days

• 1/3 had attempted suicide in past year

Content Warning: self harm & suicide

https://apsc-saravyc.sites.olt.ubc.ca/files/2019/08/SARAVYC_LGBTQ-Students-in-BC_Fact-Sheet-Infographic_FINAL.pdf


UBC Positive Spaces

LGBTQ2SIA+ 

Explained

https://students.ubc.ca/ubclife/were-queer-were-here-queer-trans-visibility-ubc


Curious about terminology? 

Check out 

www.qmunity.ca and their 

Queer Glossary!

UBC Positive Spaces

http://www.qmunity.ca
https://students.ubc.ca/ubclife/were-queer-were-here-queer-trans-visibility-ubc








The Trevor Project

https://www.thetrevorproject.org/research-briefs/diversity-of-youth-sexual-orientation/
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https://i.imgur.com/3b0EAck.jpg

https://i.imgur.com/3b0EAck.jpg




What questions do you have related to SOGI?
Next week, we will talk about creating safe classroom spaces.

Surrey School District Pride Poster 

Contest 2021 - Primary Winner
Alisa – Pacific Heights Elementary



Bio Break – 5 mins



Break out & Share out – 5 mins

I know about French 
inclusive 

pronouns, and I am 
comfortable using them 

with students.

I have 
heard/seen French 

inclusive pronouns, but 
not used them with 

students.

I am completely new at 
using French inclusive 

pronouns and have not 
used them with 

students.



Gender-Specific & Gender-Neutral Pronouns



Puis-je avoir votre attention, s'il vous plaît?

Pour commencer la conversation

Click to add text



3 Questions 
Vrai ou Faux?

This Photo by Unknown author is licensed under CC BY-NC.

http://www.pngall.com/true-and-false-png
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/


Q1 - Nonbinary means a person 
who identifies with a gender 

identity that is neither entirely 
male or entirely female.

This Photo by Unknown author is licensed under CC BY-SA.

http://thecollaboratory.wikidot.com/2013-fall-sociology-accelerated
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Quelle est la 
différence 
entre Binaire et 
Non-Binaire?



Q2 - "Iel" and "Ille" are 
neutral terms whereas "Ol" 
and "Ul" are inclusive terms.

This Photo by Unknown author is licensed under CC BY-ND.

https://wwwf.imperial.ac.uk/blog/imperial-medicine/2019/09/16/poor-diversity-poor-design-the-truth-about-inclusive-research-and-why-it-matters/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/3.0/


Quelle est la différence entre Inclusif et Neutre?

Inclusif

• Goal: Create space for 
everyone

• The combination of both 
binary genders

• ex. the use of "iel" and 
"ille" is a combination of 
il and elle

Neutre
• Goal: De-center gender

• Language is non-binary

• It does not have a direct 
relation to male or 
female

• ex. the use of "Ol" or 
"Ul"

Question 2



En résumé



Break out - Un peu de pratique!



Les exemples

Iel / Ille mange 
une pomme. 
(inclusif)

Ol / Ul mange 
une pomme. 
(neutre)



Practice Writing
• Write a few sentences using:

• 2 neutral and 2 inclusive pronouns

• Ul / Ol

• Iel / Ille

• Share sentences with your group in 
the next break out



Q3: Mix and 
Minestre are 
neutral terms for 
Monsieur et 
Madame

This Photo by Unknown author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND.This Photo by Unknown author is licensed under CC BY-ND.

http://cartablaroulette.eklablog.com/monsieur-madame-et-les-formes-geometriques-a2762869
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://www.captaineconomics.fr/-chomage-impact-marche-action-obligation
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/3.0/


Comment 
utiliser les 

termes 
neutres?

Ex. Mx Leblanc 
marche au cinéma.

Ex. Minestre Sandhu 
marche au cinéma.



Homework –
Scan your classroom

In what ways does your class reflect a 

sense of belonging for student 

diversity?

• Physical, emotional, and 

psychological safety are all 

different

• Physical representation 

can include: SOGI stickers, 

posters and books



Merci pour 
avoir assisté 
à notre 
session


