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French

The French greet people they know with a cheek to cheek air-kiss, which is
called la bise. When one enters a soirée or meets up with friends, everybody
In thezgroup gets la bise. French people will literally rearrange tables in a
restauﬁnt in order to get their cheeks to the people they need to faire la bise
with. $|multaneously, people lean towards one another for one kiss per

yithout actually touching the lips to the cheek, all the while making a
i img sound.
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The nHLmnber of times people touch cheeks depends on the region In France,
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it can be between one and four passes. Another variation is knowing with

whlc"l- eek to begin. When in doubt, =
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Kwanzaa ends;
New Year’s Day
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Epiphany;
Dia de los Reyes Magos | Orthodox Christmas
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
Coming Of Age Day Makar Sankranti
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
Martin Luther King
Day; Tu BiShvat
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
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Sonntag Montag Dienstag Mittwoch Donnerstag Freitag Samstag

1 Mardi Gras; 2 3 4 5
Maha Shivaratri; BC Japanese Speech
Lailat al Miraj Lent begins Girls’ Day Contest at UBC

6 7 8 9 10 11 12
International Metro Vancouver
Women’s Day Japan Bowl

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

Semaine de la

Francophonie begins Purim St. Patrick’s Day Holi

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

International

Francophonie Day

27 28 29 30 31

Dienstag Mittwoch Donnerstag
1 2
April Fool’s Day; Festival du bois;
Poisson d’avril Ramadan begins
3 4 5 6 7 8 9
Festival du Bois in
Mackin Park Coquitlam Qingming Festival National Tartan Day
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
Palm Sunday; Lent ends; Good Friday;
Ram Navami Vaisakhi Passover begins Emancipation Day
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
Easter Easter Monday Passover ends
24 25 26 27 28 29 30
Orthodox Easter Lailat al Kadr

Bowing is an important greeting and gesture in mafy Asian cultures, and
particularly so in Japan. Bows accompany introdt ctions, appreC|at|on
apologies, and greetings. They are done from the waist with a straight back,
with hands at the side for men or clasped in front for women. When you start
learning Japanese you will likely learn Z A/IC S IE KQNNICHIWA (Hello) and
BlZ L9 ST VLT OHAYO GOZAIMASU (Good mérning) which are often
spoken with a formal bow at a 30-degree angle to a her or other superior,
or an informal bow at a 15-degree angle. o8
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Chinese New Year Groundhog Day
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Valentine’s Day;
Family Day (BC);

Louis Riel Day Lantern Festival Magha Puja
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
International Mother
Language Day
27 28
Rosenmontag
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sreetings generally differ in formality

er person well or not. The most common greeting is a handsha
direct eye contact, even among acquaintances and friends. Dependl on tr
situa it is also customary to shake hands when saying goodlﬁyé In"th
age of the current pandemic the elbow bump has often replacgd’ th
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Eid al-Fitr;
Ramadan ends

Cinco de Mayo;
Children’s Day

International
Workers’ Day

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

Mother’s Day;
Buddha Day

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

Aoi Matsuri Festival

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

Victoria Day Ascension Day

29 30 31
Vancouver Children’s

Festival begins

H A X K ¥ N & o

1 2 3 4
International
Children’s Day Dragon Boat Festival |Shavuot

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

Pentecost;

Vancouver Children’s

Festival ends

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

National
Father’s Day Aboriginal Day St. Jean Baptiste Day
26 27 28 29 30
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Star Festival; Running
of the bulls begins
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Tour de France ends
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British Columbia Day

El Salvador del Mundo

Battle of Boyaca Day
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Mountain Day;
Raksha Bandhan
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National Acadian Day;
Discovery Day (Yukon)
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Janmaashtami
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Punjabi

Af3 H{t W (Sat Sri Akal). Sat means truth, Sri means wealth, Akal means

eternal.

It means that truth is the real wealth, which is eternal.

When the

greeting Sat Sri Akal is said, it is said with folded hands. This is done to show
respect to the other person while the "name of God is being uttered".
Sikhs believe that God resides in all; so one is greeting the "divine spirit" in
the other person.

When two Sikhs meet, they say Sat Sri Akal with
folded hands near their chest with
heads slightly bowed in a humbling
and respectful posture, all the while
and downwards
keeping the legs straight. This is done to show
humility and respect. The greeting therefore has a
spoken element while incorporating gestures and body
language at the same time.

bending

SHA3

(Namaste)

forwards

Is a traditional

SHA3

greeting while

pressing one’s palms together with the fingertips facing

upwards, as if clasping the hands together in prayer.
This greeting is sometimes accompanied with a slight bow.

It is generally appropriate for men and women to shake
it is advisable to wait for a woman to
extend her hand first. Some men and women may not
wish to touch a person of the opposite gender. It is better
to avoid greeting someone with a hug or a kiss unless you

hands. However,

know the person well.
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sabado

Hallowe’en

All Saints’ Day

Dia de los Muertos

Culture Day
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Remembrance Day;
Martinstag
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Diwali
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martes
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viernes
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domingo
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World AIDS Day

Nikolaus

8

Immaculate
Conception Feast Day

10

11
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Dia de la Virgen
de Guadalupe

13

14

15
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Las Posadas begins

17

18

Chanukah begins

19
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23
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Christmas Eve;
Las Posadas ends
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Christmas Day

26
Boxing Day;
Chanukah ends;

Kwanzaa begins

27
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30

31

New Year’s Eve

Mandarin

Mandarin learners wouId most likely say Ni' hdo! (/54! Hello!) or Nithao.ma?

(/&4 52 How arewyou?) to greet just about anyone theys€ome into contact

with "since these are the standard greetings they learn from Mandarin
textbooks

Vi Nﬁé" How’s everythlng W|th you
Iater’?) : .

A most |nteresting question for

_.greetlng is Chile ma? ("Z 7 %2 Have

you eaten yet?). Don’t consider it as an
invitation to lunch or. dinner nor worry
about the tlmlng of saying it at the right
moment. It is simply a greeting!
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Labour Day First Day of School Mid-Autumn Festival

11 12 13 14 15 16 17
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
Respect for the
Aged Day
25 26 27 28 29 30

National Truth and
Reconciliation Day

Rosh Hashanah begins Rosh Hashanah ends

Chinese National Day

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

German Unity Day Yom Kippur World Teachers’ Day
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
Sports Day;
Sukkot begins Thanksgiving Day
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
Sukkot ends BCATML Conference
23 24 25 26 27 28 29

Spanish

Customs regarding greeting people vary, sometimes widely, depending on
which country and/or region you are in. However, it is always customary to use
manners and personal courtesy. For example, upon entering a person’s
house, guests must greet each person in the room whether they know them or
not. If they do not know each other, it is expected that they introduce
'themselves to eaoh;\ other

| atx you learn Is jHola!l. This S|mply means Hello. When
ho gusto t u they are saying it is very much a pleasure

......

give eq’,w other a qch hug (un B
,and a friendly back slap. If the two men «
;,,are n@t close friends, they will srmply shake
,7""'far1ds Practice this friendly greetlng W|th your
ni h@eaklng friends! ~

Background Image credit: https://pixabay.com/photos/spain-salamanca-city-square-2709112/

The BCATML is a Provincial Specialist Association of the BC Teachers’ Federation @ Bc I F



https://www.sikhiwiki.org/index.php/Sikhs
https://pixabay.com/photos/spain-salamanca-city-square-2709112/
https://wallpaperaccess.com/china#google_vignette
https://wallpaperaccess.com/india#google_vignette

