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Who sent in feedback? 

Updates on the 
Core French Curriculum  

By Rome Lavrencic 

Initial response: 
In January 2016, the Ministry 
received feedback from four 
major stakeholder groups in 
descending order starting with: 
- Secondary teachers 
- Other: post-secondary, pre-

service teachers, parents, etc. 
- Middle years teachers 
- Elementary teachers 
 
There was a concern regarding 
the lack of response from 
grassroots teachers in the 
feedback received by January. 
As a result, the BCATML 
Executive, in conjunction with 
the Ministry of Education and 
the BCTF, conducted a second 
push and call for feedback from 
the province with a particular 
focus on Elementary and 
Middle years teachers. 
 
By March 2016, the Ministry 
received approximately the 
same number of responses from 
the field, but this time there was 
a greater response from both 
Elementary and Middle years 
teachers. 
 

Where are things at with the 
redesigned curriculum? 

Second Language teachers are undoubtedly wondering what progress 
and revisions have been made to the draft version of the Core French 
curriculum posted on the Ministry’s website last summer on July 14th 
– coincidentally Bastille Day. The Core French Curriculum Writing 

Team has met twice since the release of the draft version, once in 
January and again in March. Our purpose was to review the 
feedback received from various educators and stakeholder groups 
and to make revisions to the draft curriculum. 
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SPRING 2016 CORE FRENCH CURRICULUM UPDATE 

January Meeting Highlights 
Here are some of the main highlights from the first 
set of revision meetings held in January. 

Organizing initial feedback 
The Curriculum Team first began organizing the 
multitude of comments received from the province 
into common themes. For example, General 
suggestions for all grades, elements that were well 
liked, Aboriginal content and First Peoples Principles 
of Learning, the Common European Framework of 
Reference for Languages (CEFR), Ministry’s website, 
Resources, Assessment and Teacher preparedness for 
implementation.  

 

BCATML brought forward to the Ministry 
suggestions from our membership from our winter 
Twitter chat conducted just prior to the January 
revision meetings.  This allowed BCATML to add 
further discussion and focus to the table during our 
revision meetings. Un très grand merci à nos membres! 

Nancy Walt, Director of K-12 Curriculum, 
explained several updates made to the Ministry’s 
curriculum Tools section of the website. A FAQ 

section was added, as well as instructional videos 
in both French and English that explain the KDU 
framework. The Ministry also made available a 
downloadable teacher resource guide called 
Aboriginal Worldviews and Perspectives in the 
Classroom to assist teachers in imbuing Aboriginal 
content in their curricular areas.  

The Ministry also began work revising the profiles for the 
Core Competencies in the curriculum. Teachers will likely 
see these competencies standardized from one to another in 
terms of the number of profiles for each and to provide 
better clarification to the illustrations in order to help 
contextualize them. Instructional samples will be added too. 

Ministry website updates 

BCATML Twitter chat 
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March meeting highlights 
Organizing feedback, round two! 

Once again, the Curriculum Team sorted the new 
feedback into common themes. The Ministry received 
approximately the same number of comments as 
previously, but in this round there was a greater response 
from both Elementary and Middle years, thus providing a 
better well-rounded perspective from the province.  

Front Matter revisions 
The Curriculum Team completed a number of revisions 
to the Front Matter section of the Core French 
curriculum. Some of these revisions include opting for 
affirmative phrases, reducing the number of comparisons 
to the 2011 Core French draft and clarifying how to 
infuse Indigenous content and ways of knowing with 
Core French in a more seamless manner. 

Aligning the curriculum for continuity 
In the final two days, the Curriculum Writing Team completed 
meticulous and comprehensive revisions by wordsmithing the Big 
Ideas, Curricular Competencies and Content pieces for grades 5-12. 
Furthermore, the Writing Team paid particular attention to grades 7, 
8 and 9 where feedback from the field indicated a need to ensure 
better continuity and consistency of the curriculum for these grades. 
Wordsmithing then continued for the 5-8 and 9-12 grade bands 
including their respective elaborations as well. 

The Core French Curriculum Team finalized the revisions to the draft. At the time of publishing this 
article, Ministry personnel have confirmed that the revised draft has been sent to the Ministry’s Copy 
Editors. The goal is to post the revised version of the Core French curriculum on the Curriculum Website 
by June 30, 2016. In the interim, teachers can expect to see instructional samples on the website in the 

next few months as well. Teachers are encouraged to engage with colleagues within their Professional 
Learning Network and experiment with activities and resources and then share their findings with others. 
Be sure to follow us on Twitter (@BCATML) and/or Facebook where we will post the latest updates. 

The next steps … 
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