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President's Message
Warm greetings to each and every one of you! I hope this summer
allowed you time to rest, decompress and recharge, as well as create
wonderful memories with loved ones, enjoying activities that are not
always possible during the regular school year. I sincerely hope you
took time during the holidays to smell the roses – or in my case the
sunflowers and to prepare for the year ahead.

Last month, I attended the Annual BCTF Summer Leadership
Conference, at UBC's beautiful campus! Representatives from local
unions and BCTF's advisory committees attended the week-long
event.  There were plenary and workshop sessions exploring social &

emotional wellness, truth & reconciliation, as well as advocacy relating to professional
development and teachers’ working conditions. It was an excellent week filled with professional
learning, connecting teachers face to face for the first time in two years! A highlight for me was
seeing the 14-foot-long Project of Heart Canoe, decorated with hundreds of student-made tiles to
commemorate and honour Indigenous children who did not return from Residential Schools. It
took nearly 50 teachers to carry the heavy wooden canoe back to UBC’s Gage Residence after the
open plenary session! It is truly a magnificent work of art. 

For many teachers, bargaining is front and centre this fall. In mid-August, teachers stood in
solidarity with the BCGEU to support their job action. Meanwhile, BCTF members are wondering
what job action is planned for the fall, given that we are still without a collective agreement.
Bargaining is set to resume Sept. 26 with the employer. However, the Federation has challenged
the employer to find more available dates, making it clear that our bargaining team is ready to
meet anytime. Please check with your local union for updates regarding bargaining and
strategies you can use to motivate the employer and government to come to the table to negotiate
a new collective contract. Bargaining updates and bulletins are also found on the BCTF portal by
visiting https://www.bctf.ca/whats-happening. 

https://www.bctf.ca/whats-happening


BCATML is thrilled to welcome all Language teachers to our first in-person conference since the
start of the pandemic. Our conference team has been  diligently planning  this year’s Celebrating
Languages Conference at the Executive Hotel Vancouver Airport in Richmond for Friday, October
21st. We invite teachers to register for the many incredible workshops and receive some amazing
conference swag. Victoria teacher Trevor Mackenzie is this year’s keynote speaker. Trevor is the
author of Dive into Inquiry and the Inquiry Mindset series. Each conference attendee will receive
a complimentary copy of one of Trevor’s three books. 

We acknowledge that not every teacher is ready or able to travel to this year’s conference.
Therefore, we have also organized a virtual Celebrating Languages Conference via Zoom. Teachers
wishing to attend our conference remotely may do so at a reduced rate; however, they will be
limited to a single specific workshop in each time slot, delivered only to remote attendees. Please
note that in-person workshops will not be delivered in a hybrid format. Remote attendees will
still receive a copy of one of Trevor’s three books. 

We invite you to attend our Annual General Meeting in the morning where you will have the
opportunity to win two complimentary tickets to see Stromae live in concert later that night, at
the Pacific Coliseum PNE Fairgrounds. This is just one of the many door prizes at our AGM;
please note you must be present to claim your prize. More information and tools to help you plan
this year’s conference can be found within this edition of Lingo. Registration is now open and
early bird rates end on September 30th. Register today and secure your spot with us for October
21st by visiting www.bcatml.org. 

Before closing, I wish to say that this is my final President’s Message. I am stepping down as your
BCATML President. It has been my honour and privilege to serve as your president these last 9
years. Serving on BCATML’s Executive Committee has provided me with countless, incredible
experiences and opportunities to grow, learn, and work with many teachers throughout British
Columbia. Throughout my term, I was fortunate to be called upon to travel to and work with
many school districts in the Lower Mainland, as well as districts in the North Coast, Nechako,
Cariboo, Thompson/Okanagan, Kootenay, and Vancouver Island Coastal regions. What I have
learned as president and the positive relationships I have created over the years have been
invaluable to me. I would like to express my sincere thanks and gratitude to all of you who
shared with me your words of encouragement, suggestions, ideas, and advice. They have helped
steer me in my professional journey and I am truly humbled by the support you have shown me
over the years. BCATML's Executive Committee will

have several vacant positions at this year’s Annual
General Meeting. I encourage you to consider
putting your name forward for any of the
positions. BCATML is your provincial specialist
association; let your voice be heard at the
provincial table. The experience will enrich you
and your practice. Thank you again for putting
your trust and confidence in me. My heart is full,
and I am grateful for the experience. Merci
infiniment! Trevor MacKenzie - Keynote Speaker

http://www.bcatml.org/


A Message from your
Conference Chairs 

How curious are you? How curious are your
students? Curiosity leads to motivation.
Motivation leads to engagement.  Engagement
leads to learning!

Join us as we welcome the amazing Trevor
Mackenzie, keynote speaker for our Fall
Conference 2022.  Trevor has worked with
teachers from all over the world helping them
sharpen their tool kit. We are excited to
explore with him the potential that inquiry
learning has in the language classroom! 
 Trevor is a successful author who has
presented inspiring and motivating
workshops and webinars to teachers. He has a
wealth of experience and resources to share.
His background includes inquiry, assessment
and teacher-student relationship building.

You won't want to miss this event which is
sure to sell out! Register by October 1st to take
advantage of the early bird rate. Included in
your registration is a free copy of one of
Trevor’s popular books. Choose your copy
when you register and it will be there for you
to pick up at the conference.  Meet this well-
known author in person to have your personal
copy signed!

We have many powerful insights to share at
this in-person professional development day
for language teachers, hosted in Richmond,
BC, on the traditional territory of the
Musqueam Nation.  Thank you to everyone
who submitted a workshop proposal. There
are so many incredible sessions to choose
from. As well, we are happy to welcome back
our amazing exhibitors with dozens of new
resources. We would like to thank the
BCATML Conference Committee for their hard
work and countless volunteer hours putting
together this event. We also want to thank
you – our BC language teachers! We are
thrilled to welcome you in person! Lastly, the
BCATML executive invites you to attend our
social event at the Hotel Pub on Thursday
evening!

Kindra and Wendy
Conference Co-Chairs











BCATML 
TEACHER 
STUDY GRANT
BY ROME LAVRENCIC

BCATML is proud to support second 

language teachers in British Columbia with 

continued professional development in 

their pursuit of additional languages. Now 

entering its fourth year, the BCATML 

Teacher Study Grant offers current 

members up to $500 for post-secondary 

course work towards improving their 

proficiency and/or acquisition of a language 

they teach or would like to teach. 

The BCATML Teacher Study Grants support 

teachers who wish to pursue and improve 

their abilities in any second language by 

completing coursework at a post-secondary 

institution or community centre, for 

example. The grant, however, may not be 

used to attend a professional development 

workshop or conference. 

I am very grateful to have received the 

BCATML teacher education grant. 

Completing my Master of Education degree 

in French Language and Literacy was a 

wonderful and fulfilling experience 

professionally and personally. My learning 

throughout this experience has 

strengthened my professional practice in 

the classroom and has also enhanced my 

competence and confidence as a leader, a 

teacher, a colleague, a parent, and as a 

person. Many thanks to the BCATML for this

gift of financial assistance. 

~Linda Cavaliere 

As someone who is passionate and curious 

about languages, I was excited to stumble 

upon the BCATML’s teacher study grant on 

their website. Thanks to the grant from the 

BCATML, I have been able to take an online 

pronunciation course through the University 

of Toronto’s School of Continuing Studies. 

Though I already speak French at a fairly 

advanced level, I’ve been able to learn the 

explicit ins and outs of French 

pronunciation that I wasn’t aware of before. 

As a French Immersion teacher and non- 

native speaker of French, taking this course 

helped build my knowledge and confidence 

as an educator. This has been a fantastic 

learning experience for me, and I highly 

recommend applying for this grant if you 

want to build your language skills, no 

matter what your level. Thank you to the 

BCATML for providing me with this learning 

opportunity! 

~Reiko Domai

I am very grateful to have received the 

BCATML teacher study grant. I recently 

decided to start working towards UBC’s 

certificate in “French Language and 

Culture.” Thanks to the grant from BCATML, 

I took the “Lower Intermediate Reading and 

Writing” course. With this course, I was able 

to expand my vocabulary by reading a 

variety of documents such as film reviews, 

online articles and press releases. I 

improved my French writing through 

expressing my opinion and using more 

complex grammatical structures. Thank you 

for providing me with this opportunity! 

~Mirella Lioce

 

BCATML Study Grant Testimonials:



Check out our brand new website: https://www.caslt.org/
Your BCATML membership includes a CASLT membership! Access 
professional development resources on such topics as assessment, 
action-oriented approach, and more.
Participate in our video contest with your students - information can be 
found on the CASLT website
Attend the upcoming National Conference in Toronto - May 24-26, 2023

Ways to get involved!

In-person linguistic exchanges are back!
Trish Kolber - BCATML French Representative
Are you looking for a chance to see a new region in Canada and hear your students speak
French in an authentic context? Good news! Experiences Canada linguistic exchanges are
back! For only $250, your group can be matched with a group in another region of Canada.
Heritage Canada will pay all transportation costs to the host city and lodging is free with
participants. The only costs are the activities in the host city. This is such a great offer!
Participants should be aged 12 to 17 years and the groups can be as small as 10 or as large
as 30 young people. Get your group together as soon as school starts and start getting
excited to live an authentic linguistic exchange. 
https://experiencescanada.ca/exchanges/participants 

https://www.caslt.org/
https://experiencescanada.ca/exchanges/participants
https://experiencescanada.ca/exchanges/participants


Photos or Drawings
Plant rubbings or dried local tree bark, cones, leaves, or flowers
Models of nature scenes typical for their region
Poetry or stories of favorite activities in nature from their region of BC
Video or presentations highlighting the particularities of their region

A physical Exchange Box will be provided to each participating class. Each box contains information
and resources to get you and your class started on explorations of your local place(s).
You will be paired with a trained WildBC Facilitator who will guide and inspire your preparations.
The Exchange Box Program offers free mail and shipping options.

French or English Teachers from K-9 in B.C. sign up by October 1st
They take their classes outdoors to explore and develop a theme for their first “Nature Care Package”
They create contents and assemble the exchange box.
They package it up and mail or ship the box (for free) to thier partner class
It is hoped that all partners complete a minimum of one exchange but hopefully 1 per season with
their partner class. It is possible to earn free HCTF Education resources the more exchanges you
complete
At the end of the exchange, complete a Teacher to Teacher feedback form 
Teachers are encouraged to share photos or videos about the exchange on social media or with HCTF
directly

An exchange box can include any variety of the following:

How is Environmental Exchange Box program facilitated?

Participation requirements:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

6.
7.

https://hctf-grants.smapply.ca/prog/environmental_exchange_box/

Environmental Exchange Box
Trish Kolber

BCATML French Representative

Click on the link to apply

Interested in bringing an outdoor focus to your French classes? Why not try the
year long Habitat Conservation Trust Fund’s (HCTF) Environmental Exchange
Box Program? It is 100% FREE! Teachers of grades 1-9 in English and in French
are paired up from all over BC to share about the biodiversity of their region by
sending a “Nature Care Package” to one another. The program is based on the
activity from Project Learning Tree’s PreK-8 Environmental Education Activity
Guide.

https://www.hctfeducation.ca/product/project-learning-tree-environmental-education-k-8/


Twinkl
Submitted by Trish Kolber

BCATML French Representative

Looking for Thematic lessons in French? Check out Twinkl.ca. This Canadian site has resources on a
number of compelling themes such as Orange and Pink Shirt days, Truth and Reconciliation day, Earth
Day, the Terry Fox run, Black History in Canada month and so much more! They have games that you
can print and plastify such as Guess Who, Bingo, Memory Games, too many to mention. You can search
by grade level, by Primary, Intermediate or Middle School aged activities. Most descriptions are in
English but there are often French versions as seen in the example below. There are quite a number of
free resources, but yearly subscriptions are also available to gain access to all resources. 

https://www.twinkl.ca/


Mischmasch

Snowball Fight

Detective

Liebe Kolleginnen, liebe Kollegen, 

I hope you have all had a relaxing summer. As the start of the school year is fast approaching, we
are turning our minds to those exciting first days in the classroom. Those crucial days set the
tone for the rest of the semester or year!.  

Here are three Get-To-Know-Your-Classmates activities that are fun and easily implemented: 

1.
Every student writes a question on a card (e.g. “What type of music do you listen to? What did
you do over the summer? etc.. After writing down the question, the students walk around the
classroom until the agreed upon signal is given. Everybody stops and poses their question to the
person that is closest to them. Everybody should ask at least one follow up question after the
initial one. After the students have asked their questions and given their answers, the students
start walking, until the signal is given again. They pose their question to somebody else. Play for
up to 10 minutes. Ideally, the questions and the answers should be written/given in the target
language.

1.
Every student writes three statements about themselves on a piece of paper. Every student
crumples the paper and forms a paper snowball out of it. Students get a minute to have a
“snowball fight”with their paper snowballs in the classroom. At the end, every student should
take a snowball (not their own). They have to walk around and find the person who wrote the
statements in their hand. Once everybody has located their snowball partner, each student has to
briefly present their classmate. 

1.
The class splits into two lines facing one another. Every student should have a partner. Students
in line one get 30 seconds to examine their counterpart and remember as much from their
appearance as possible. After 30 seconds, students in line one turn their backs to line two.
Students in line two have 30 seconds to change a little something about their appearance (e.g.
take off their glasses, undo their braids, button up their shirt, take off their cap, etc.). Line one
turns around and tries to figure out what has changed in their partner’s appearance. After that,
students in line two get to be the detectives. At the end of the two rounds, students are allowed a
few minutes to talk to their partners about themselves and their summer holiday. 

Einen wunderschönen Start ins neue Schuljahr!

Starting the New School Year
Lidija Bakovic

BCATML German Representative









Here are a few things that may not be common knowledge if
you’re new to travelling in Japan for the summer.  Take this quiz
individually or with your class!

質問：

1. It’s hot…and humid. You will sweat like you have never done so
before. Make sure to drink lots of water and electrolytes. What is a
popular energy drink that keeps you hydrated?

2. The sun is no joke! Wear sunscreen and protect yourself against
the sun. Though it keeps away harmful UV rays, what is
something that is considered rude to wear in Japan?

3. This is a necessity for when you go to the bathroom in Japan.
You can buy ones that are strictly utility or show off the characters
that you like. 

4. What is the most common way of payment in Japan?

5. On transportation you will see signs that say マナーモード ,
what does this mean?

6. Even before the pandemic, what was a common practice for
Japanese people?

7. What is the best coin to use when making an offering at a
Japanese shrine or temple?

8. Japanese summers are notoriously hot, so it is common to carry
a portable fan to keep you cool. What is the name of this
convenient fan?

9. What is the name of the transitional clothing worn during
summer festivals?

10. What is a major Japanese summer holiday?

Things to Know Before Travelling to Japan (夏)
Melissa Illing

BCATML Japanese Representative
 



A walking tour of the history of Japanese immigrants in Vancouver
Submitted by Trish Kolber

 
Take your students on a free walking tour in Vancouver to learn about the establishment of the
Japanese-Canadian community, the lives of the Nikkei, the community they built near
Chinatown, and the many challenges they faced. Then you will discover why the whole
community suddenly disappeared when those of Japanese ancestry were exiled to internment
camps near the Rocky Mountains. After the Second World War, Japanese settlers were scattered
across the country such that no comparable Japanese Canadian community exists in Canada
today. 

You can download the Free walking tour app called On this Spot from the App Store or from
Google Play. Then, head to Powell Street at Dunlevy Avenue to start the walking tour. If you are
unable to travel to vancouver, an alternative is to use Google Earth or Google Street view.

https://onthisspot.ca/cities/vancouver/japantown

The Vancouver International Children’s Festival Society acknowledges that we create and work on the ancestral, traditional, stolen and unceded territories of the
hən̓q̓əmin̓əm̓ speaking  xʷməθkʷəy̓əm (Musqueam) and sə̓lílwətaʔɬ (Tsleil-Watuth) people and the Sníchim speaking Sḵwx̱wú7mesh (Squamish) people. We
acknowledge the on-going genocides of Indigenous peoples by Canada, particularly the atrocities committed against children. We commit to work with the Indigenous
Peoples of this land to raise the voices of Indigenous children through creativity and play.

https://onthisspot.ca/cities/vancouver/japantown


Engaging & Meaningful Ways to Greet the New School Year
Ping Li

BCATML Mandarin Representative

From my long teaching career, I have learned very well the utter importance of creating a positive and learner-friendly
environment in my classroom to welcome my new or returning students at the start of the new school year. I want my
students to settle in and feel comfortable and confident to embark on their new or continuing Mandarin learning
journey at a time when school, after a long summer break, can be somewhat overwhelming for some of them. Therefore,
my back-to-school activities all serve the above purposes: engage them and support them to make the first step in a new
chapter of their life.

My intended activities to usher the 2022-2023 school year are:

Book Creator Self-Introduction for Setting Goals 
Similar to the digital choice board I designed in the past, for my new Mandarin learners to introduce themselves, I am
intrigued this year, to use Book Creator’s “my back-to-school book” free template, for Mandarin beginners, with some
changes of book page designs to suit the curriculum and proficiency level of year 1 Mandarin learning: I plan to make
this “a stone to kill two birds” activity. Not only do I want to get to know them on a more personal level and start
building a good relationship with them, but also to establish the realm of our learning goals. What they write in English
to introduce themselves will transform to be expressed in Mandarin by the end of the year: 

Here is the access site:
https://read.bookcreator.com/aWAhdfUWXPQR1UPW7fJOHnfObsb2/SLyAj9qITMGO8eqaBHpReQ 

Interested teachers can go to 
https://bookcreator.com/2022/07/back-to- 
school-with-book-creator-3/#my-template to 
flip through the pages to see the content for 
possible activities.

The first half of the Book Creator’s free template
“My Digital Portfolio” can very well serve the
same purpose for a start-of-year activity; or
better, let students add their showcase pieces
throughout the year to keep track of their
progress and achievements. 

I started using Book Creator after attending a related workshop last summer. The free version of the tools allows
educators to create a library of 40 books and provides many templates to make creating multimedia e-books easy
and straightforward. My students last year used Book Creator to write stories, create travel brochures, trace their
family’s journey to Vancouver, to name just a few. It is surely a fun way to get students excited about while exploring
and exercising their creativity individually or collaboratively. I particularly like its “read to me” feature that reads
aloud (with many different language options) anything created by/to students. This is a wonderful tool for new
readers and offers good accessibility for learners of any age. I highly recommend to give it a try. There are tutorial
videos on YouTube

https://read.bookcreator.com/aWAhdfUWXPQR1UPW7fJOHnfObsb2/SLyAj9qITMGO8eqaBHpReQ
https://bookcreator.com/2022/07/back-to-school-with-book-creator-3/#my-template
https://bookcreator.com/2022/07/back-to-school-with-book-creator-3/#my-template


Sticky-Notes Wall for Promoting Language Learning 
Putting sticky notes of various colours on the wall to share thoughts and experiences has become a popular activity
to engage participants and generate ideas. This year, I plan to create a “Languages Build” wall, on which I will post
some of the “Languages Build” posters from CASLT (Canadian Association of Second Language Teachers) advocacy
toolkit: languages build problem solving skills, academic performance and success, personality, open minds, self-
esteem, creativity, communicators, relationships, understanding, global citizens, cultural competencies. I will give all
my new Mandarin students some sticky notes during the first week of the new school year and ask them to consider
why learning a new language is beneficial to their lives, to help put their Mandarin learning in perspective. Then,
they will write their responses under the chosen poster or posters. For example, “I want to speak to my Mandarin-
speaking school mates” around the poster “Languages build relationships”. As for my returning Mandarin students, I
want them to write as many sticky-note responses as possible to share how they observed or used Mandarin during
summer vacation, following some instructions based on their proficiency levels. I know some of them were working
or doing volunteer work where they would have interactions with Mandarin speakers, and I am eager to hear from
them more anecdotes of what they would normally would share with me while in school. 

Reading each other’s notes can be an engaging and meaningful way to help students get to know each other better
and see different perspectives. More importantly, they do not only pay lip service but relate their own experiences to
prove the benefits of learning a new language. They will get inspired to continue on their Mandarin learning
journey.

Warm-up Review Activities
For sure, I wouldn’t skip those fun, warm-up review activities. My favourite one is to ask each student to find a
personal snapshot of their summer vacation or an image online that describes some of the things they did. It can be a
trip, a memorable occasion, a family gathering, summer camp volunteering; the list can go on and on. Depending on
learners’ proficiency levels and the content covered the previous year, I usually model how to do it using my summer
experiences to get started, and it always proves to be an engaging activity. The presenter shows a picture/image and
asks classmates to guess where, what, who, etc. In order to find the answer, students ask the presenter various
questions until they figure out what is shown in the picture/image. Done in small groups or as a whole class, this
activity will generate a great deal of enthusiasm during class and much reflection after class to set the tone for a new
school year. Another engaging activity is for learners to produce a skit about their summer as a way for them to help
each other refresh what they learned the year before. I sometimes require them to start the skit with a statement, for
example “我太⾼兴了！”（I am so excited!）and ends with another one “真倒霉！”（Bad luck, indeed!）as a twist
of the plot.

Wishing everyone a fun-filled, rewarding year in the language classroom!



Visit the first Punjabi neighbourhood in Vancouver, plus 6 murals by
Punjabi artists

Submitted by Trish Kolber

Did you know that on Main Street between West 48th and West 51st avenue lies the historic heart
of the Punjabi community in Vancouver? It was here in 1993 that Vancouver saw the first street
signs in Punjabi outside of Asia erected in Vancouver. 
Most recently, the Punjabi Market Regeneration Collective  was established to inject new life into
the area. An idea was born to partner with Vancouver Mural Festival (VMF) to commission 4
murals. Guest curator, Jas Lally, commissioned some emerging BIPOC artists: Guntaj Deep Singh,
Sandeep Johal, Minahil Bukhari and Mustaali Raj, and Diamond Point to beautify the area.
Singh’s mural, “The Golden Land” depicts a harvest in rural Punjab, featuring a typical scene of
hard work alongside family. “Shahi Tukra”, painted by by Bukhari and Raj, pays homage to early
immigrants from Punjab who settled in this area. Learn about the murals and their artists by
touring this historic neighbourhood after consulting this site.
https://www.punjabimarket.ca/murals

https://www.insidevancouver.ca/2021/09/08/explore-south-asian-heritage-and-public-art-at-
the-revitalized-punjabi-market/

https://www.punjabimarket.ca/
https://www.insidevancouver.ca/2021/09/08/explore-south-asian-heritage-and-public-art-at-the-revitalized-punjabi-market/


Artículos de gran interés para los adolescentes que quieren leer.
Vocabulario práctico y técnicas de andamiaje para mejorar la competencia.
Actividades con medios de apoyo para mejorar la gramática y la comprensión
Planes de lecciones completos que ahorran un valioso tiempo de preparación

Revistas juveniles españolas
Submitted by Trish Kolber

Estas revistas harán que sus alumnos digan, “¡Me encanta el español!”

Scholastic tiene varias revistas para estudiantes de nivel principiante, intermedio y avanzado.

Con la versión digital, los profesores tienen acceso a soportes audiovisuales, así como a ideas para 
las clases y a un banco de recursos.

https://classroommagazines.scholastic.com/spanish.html
 

Screen shot from Scholastic.com

https://classroommagazines.scholastic.com/spanish.html
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The BCATML Newsletter is the professional journal of the BC Association of Teachers of Modern Languages. As such it:
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