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President's Report
Welcome back! Happy Fall! 

A huge thank you to all of our members for your
continued support and your dedication to language
teaching. We are very excited for our Fall Conference and
hope to see all of you there. As the BC Ministry of
Education has launched the new Reporting Order,
effective July 1st 2023, we want to support our teachers
provincially with assessment and help educators
navigate this new terrain. There will be many changes
and some fine tuning of current strategies. As your PSA
we want to support all of our members to feel confident
and ready to provide descriptive feedback and use the 
most effective tools in our language classrooms in
order to provide the information that will be
required. 

https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/classroom-assessment

Change is always exciting and we want to help
teachers to embrace the change without burning
out and feel equipped to do the job well, always
putting our learners first. Let’s work together on this
journey. We will continue to work hard for the Fall
Conference and in the year ahead to continue to find
ways to support Indigenous learning and also find
ways to Indigenize our assessment practices. There
are so many resources to share and we will continue
to send updates to you and offer webinars and Book
Club opportunities.

Best wishes to all of you for a successful start to the
school year! Happy Fall! We look forward to working
with you in the year ahead and hope to see you at
our fall conference.

Kindra
BCATML President
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CASLT Corner
At this time we would also like to recognize and thank
our amazing National Council – CASLT (Canadian
Association of Second Language Teachers). We work
very closely with CASLT and are very proud of this
partnership. With your BCATML membership obtained
at our Fall Conference, you automatically receive a
membership to CASLT where you can access a wide
variety of resources and learning opportunities. Be sure
to visit their website often to see what is happening.

Please see the link below to read a fantastic article
about Back To School and feeling ready as a teacher…
here are a few tips shared in the article…

https://www.caslt.org/en/blog-language-teachers-
guide-new-school-year/

https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/classroom-assessment
https://www.caslt.org/en/blog-language-teachers-guide-new-school-year/


Conference News

A message from the conference co-chairs
Warm greetings to all of you from your Conference Co-Chairs! 

We have an exciting year ahead of us and an amazing BCATML Conference planned for language teachers this
October. 

We hope to see all of you there! You spoke and we listened. The theme of our BCATML October in-person conference
is Assessment. With the new Reporting Order in place as of July 1, 2023 we really want to support our teachers
provincially and deliver the professional development that teachers have requested. We are very excited to welcome
our keynote, Lisa Green, who has many strategies and ideas to share that are field-tested and ready to use in your
classes tomorrow. 

In our Exhibitor Hall we are very excited to
welcome a wide variety of Exhibitors with
resources to support language learners
and teachers. We have many new vendors
joining us! In order to also keep you
nourished as you enjoy visiting the
vendors we have some surprises in store
for you! You will not want to miss
this!!.....can you say Donut Wall?!!

Assessment
Indigenous Perspectives and Learning
TPRS
Technology

Our BCATML Conference Committee is very proud to share with all of you our workshop
selections for this event. We have a full range of sessions for you to choose from. We
warmly welcome all of our presenters and a special welcome back to those presenters
who are very well known to you including Nancy Griffith-Zahner, Michelle Metcalfe, and
Adriana Ramirez. A huge thank you to all of our presenters. We are very grateful to all of
you for sharing your knowledge and expertise. For those of you who teach Spanish we are
very grateful to be able to offer a session with Miguel Hernaiz who will share updates from
the Spanish Embassy. 

Many sessions share strategies for teachers from all language areas rather than specific
sessions for each language, including: 

Be sure to register early for early-bird pricing and before registration fills up!

Bring your energy and we will provide the rest!!

Inspiring keynote session! Fantastic door prizes! Action-packed workshops and more…

See you in October in Richmond! We are excited to host this event in beautiful Richmond, BC at the Executive Hotel
Vancouver Airport. The hotel resides on the Musqueam territory. Rooms are blocked off and held for the conference.
Stay tuned for more information about booking your hotel room. BCATML will be hosting a ‘Welcome’ event on
Thursday evening in the pub at the hotel.

A huge thank you to our BCATML Conference Committee who kindly spend many volunteer hours to organize this
event. We are so grateful to them and to all of you, our members! See you in person in Richmond in October.

Kindra and Wendy

Co-Conference Chairs



Conference News

Meet our Keynote!
Lisa Green is a high school Spanish and English
teacher who enjoys engaging in professional
development with colleagues. She is passionate
about organizational psychology and holds a
master’s degree in Interdisciplinary Studies with a
dual focus in Education and Work, Organization and
Leadership. She has written articles in professional
publications and is an award-winning YA author
under her middle name, Dawn Green. Currently
working and living in Victoria, British Columbia, she
looks forward to using her education and skill set to
help students and educators alike.

Registration is OPEN!
Register for the conference now! Early-bird pricing is
in effect until September 30th, so register now to
take advantage of the savings! Go to our conference
website at the link below.

https://www.celebrating-languages.ca/

October 20, 2023

https://www.celebrating-languages.ca/


Workshops at a Glance

News and
Upcoming Events
BCCTG and UBC's first ever German Day will be held on
Saturday, September 23, from 10 AM-3 PM. This day of
programming invites German high school students onto
the UBC campus to learn about CENES and the German
program to get a taste of our community-building
endeavours and course offerings. There will be games,
free food, and information on courses and scholarship
opportunities.

This day of programming will then conclude with a
concert by Ami Warning, which will take place at 3 PM in
the Arts Students Centre at UBC.

For a detailed description of each workshop, go to:
https://www.celebrating-languages.ca/schedule

https://www.celebrating-languages.ca/schedule
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The BCATML Newsletter is the official publication of the B.C. Association of Teachers of Modern Languages, a
provincial specialist association of the B.C. Teachers’ Federation. Three issues are published each year. 

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 
The BCATML Newsletter is the professional journal of the BC Association of Teachers of Modern Languages. As such,
it acts as a communication vehicle for ideas, trends and new developments in the field; 
supports a professional network of Modern Language teachers who are committed to innovative teaching strategies;
promotes the teaching and learning of additional languages, through the BC curriculum. 
Subscription to the BCATML newsletter is included with membership in the BCATML. The 2023-2024 fees are: BCTF
members $40, Subscribers $65.00; Pre-Service Teachers/TTOC/Retired BCTF members $15. Fees include the BCATML
Newsletter, information about conferences, workshops, projects, and other BCATML publications and activities. In
addition, if you attend BCATML's annual fall conference, you will receive membership in CASLT (Canadian Association
of Second Language Teachers). BCATML memberships run for 12 months from the time applications are processed
by the BCTF. 

NOTICE TO CONTRIBUTORS 
Articles submitted for publication should be sent with a covering letter that contains: 

We encourage material submitted by email in .doc and .png format as most articles are reformatted to our
publication style. Graphics should be sent as separate files. Please send articles as an e-mail attachment to:
wyamazaki@deltaschools.ca. Length of articles usually varies from 300 to 1,000 words. Articles longer than 1,000
words may be shortened for publication. Authors must take particular care with diagrams and drawings. These are
best reproduced if they are high contrast. Please do not submit items from copyright publications, if you have not
included permission to publish them. The editor reserves the right to alter the text in any way necessary to conform
to the objectives and mandate of the BCATML. 

Submission Deadlines: November 1st, March 1st, August 1st. 

Submission topics: curriculum implementation, back to school, cultural festivals & celebrations, aboriginal ways of
knowing and perspectives aligned to the curriculum, assessment & evaluation, reporting, use of technology in a
second language classroom context, etc. Copyright of articles resides with the original authors. 

NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 
The costs to advertise in our newsletter are as follows: 

We encourage material submitted in .jpeg and .png format, as our newsletter program does not support pdf uploads.
Please send advertisements as an e-mail attachment to wyamazaki@deltaschools.ca. 
Address correspondence to the Editor: 

Wendy Yamazaki 
Seaquam Secondary School 
11584 Lyon Road 
Delta BC V4E 2K4
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